Tribute to Mamma Lena




OM THE OCCASION OF HER 80TH BIRTHDAY

A Tribute to Mamma Lena

Today we eelebeats the cightieth binhdzy of a

" remnarkable lady whio las bec & consfor, 8 friend
nnd srpparer in thansznds of [alians in thei
time of necd. Mammes Lenn a opigques lady is
krwaven Lo all Tealzass e Australie, these wald nal
be cme [zlo-Austabian thal has ool becn eached
by her many kind and grod deeds, Menma Lona
hes made mare coniributians ta the Tala-
Auzrralisn comnroniny than mest coeld fmagine.
Sonps have been wrncn and sung about her,
poems and books have been womew ghoat ber,
decumentaries hzve heen groduced and owimserogs

Mamma § ans wah essang Do,
£l Taberra sl da gl Resalia

pleagques bave besn presenied to her. Mamma
Lena's dedieaied wosk hag bosn acknos]ed ged
mied amly By Lhe Tlalo-Aostralizn communicy, bus
alse hy the lalian and Awsimalizn meda, the
Italizn snd Awsimlian Governments as well 23
prominent dignitaries sch &5 Mr Menvies, Mr
Frases, Mr Whitluin, M7 Jolin Laws, Mr Askin
Tlus many mnee Ino mumensas Lo list,

Mamme Lena in 1967 was awanded “The
Cruegs al the Kinghithood” as [iely peognissd her
valuzhlz wock [or migrants and Avstralia this
;wnn".inﬁ her wilh its s=oand kighesl honour,
Mamina Lena is else the firs Italo-Anstmalian

The Colubratipn=" Coenmies,

wunan gves 10 be mads a Memiber of the British
Frnpire (M.E.E} and cecently, Tune 1%, she
was presented with a pold medal by C0.A%. TT.
Comilzla Assisicnza [elisne — Fondmising
Commitles in recegnition For he contibutions to
dafe, 25 well os the pressnl contnbuilons sl
conticmes 40 moke En the Ik Aosiralian com-
nUanicy.

Mamnea Lena was bom Lana Morelli in
Aoweme & Scalve (Besgamoed on the Sk Jaly,
1914, Rath her parents di=d whem she wee &
hild, fhe ended her dodies al ke O’ Foscan -
The Unzversiny of Venies,

Tn 1540 ghe marmicd Dino Gusiin, they hod
three children Alberto, Rosalba and Robania,
[ling wag away 21 the war and Marma Lena had
1 sakss the children on her pam and deal wilh the
sudden dzath of their Goarest fest bomy Albeme
;_gnd-d years nid.

fn 1554 Dina, Mamma lLenz and Far.nil:.r
magr=tid 1o Awssuwalia, Upon amival they frarnd 2
lack of seevices w asss oy amived e wall as
esinblished migrants i cape with the waumss of
changs in Jifz styles in their new envimmment,
After ooly six months in Avstralin Dino and
Marmma Lena se1 out to do scencthang, sbeu this
sl sihmlbion.

smmA Lena stavled wriling in Lhe "La
Fiamma" Mewspaper taking out 3 pages she s=t
zhoal respocnding o readess on theyr problems,
infoormetf them al’ varioes aclivities amd advissd
ihem n.r'r'_'.r.aﬁ:u:s sncial prablems, caoking,
sewinng tips and ather inlerssting topics; Mamma
Lema dudl tus for spproximaiely 8 yorrs,

Mamma Lena started her Ialzen gadio peo-
pramme iegecher with Dine s praduser on 258,
2CH, ZKY, then 25EK. Naw they wemne ahle 1
meach wio the homes of the lalians in Austmliz
and wizs possible 1o advise them of services
availohle, give then mews of their homeland and
cntemain tham with music, competilions amd
rganizing many events gnd annogl balls for the
[tzlinn commamity.

Ker programme also prometed meny Jidian
buasimesses and ];n:]'.snn.:'lil'iﬂ. Mamma Lzna's
rediv programs weps what 21 lielians would Jeok

farmard L daily. Leners poared in from the
listenzrs to confide their angoizh, desperation,
their pindng for the meshedand, their knelmess
and depresdons. They woald plesd for her zdvice
on geners] mallers b b meee personal ooes. The
Talo-Australians depended vn her for every
aspect of sopoet, From then onwards she was
conzidered a muother w all Tialo-Avstmlions 2
izon, hence the endearing racle "MARMA
LEMA"

In 1478 Mamma Lena wasg mede & member of
the Mationsl Wemen's Advisury Couscil for a
g of 2 yoars, altending, mestings which ook
her all wwier Austalia

As Dalins weze il miprsting 1o Ansmliz,
Mamma Lena visdend sumigraton camps whem
ahe wonld deliver parcels, lind =ocoemmodation
and cmploymznt for them, For mane establishal
migrarts gho would personally accompany them
b varioizs gevernimont offices and declors, They
wirild go by 1xi more eflen ten oo, at hee own
cxpenen, She encoarzged them Lo lean enghish,
knowing that mast families warked day and
right, she would sad these whe wanied 10 lesm
Enplish leaming kils and infuomation oo where
they were able 1o sedy Enplish throagh cor-
mespmidence.

Ta the new generatien of Ausizalians with
TItalian brckgronnd Mamma Lena has also
conubuzed and contnees deing so thmugh hec
promatien for the reaching of [talian in eor
school systam. [n 1952 Mamma Lens st opa
]]4:[115:3] with miny thonsznd ol signalumes 1a
lobdyy thi Fedesal Govemment to have Dinlian aza
pricmily language wmooonr schools. Mamma Lena
also |nughl lalizn far 2 years Lhrough the
Evening Callags at Ashfild,

Mantinee Leng's dedication ta the Serella
Kadia Childcare Ceue has becn phenomenal,
Through her hard Taceht effors ler decany of
mn'h'lj;h'mg.:. mnlziculturz] ohild came centos Wl
caigblished 1984, Through groming needs then: i3
a mecessily 10 cxpand he exising facilitizs Lo
accammaodate the prawing number of familiss
Ic.ql::;inj: its services

To ligt pll of Mammz Lena’s achievemsnls o
a fow linea is impossibls however-yowe con read
the Full history of Maonmma Lena's schdevemenis
in the baok titlad “F0 Years of Life in Two
Countdes: taly erd A priralis" by [no Gustin,
The baak, neleagsed n 1985, can be found inomest
libmaries

Mamms Lena our celefimtions [or you on
yoier 3l birthday is 8 small {oken w2 show yom
hiow we the llalo-Ausimlien Comnyority fezl
gbour you oar friend, our companion and car
“NIAMBA LEMA™

13zar Mamma Lema wath grea prde we wich
yoa & wery Happy E0th Hirthday and a big
"THAME YOU™ for all the wodk youe hove done
and continue o do for the Dialiens who have
maide Aosimalia their hkame.

Froen all of yoar Ikala Awserabian Friemls,

ROSE CANTALI

on behatl of the *Celeboalions” Comenilee:
MNormie and Fred Maretla, Angels Canliari,
Tereie Moeen, Meriza FI Geball,

Irene Lavermicoees, Ivane Smanlolio,
Marin Ma=zo, Silvana Vidani.



Paul J. Keating

Prime Minister

It iz a prest pleasars (o add my voice Lo all
Lthuse whie aze patherzng wday oibuiz i voa,
Mammz Lena, vm the celebration of your Sxh
hi:ﬂ'n:la:.'. Iumjng &0 i a signilicanl achieve-
orent for a person, but it is & spesinl coccnsiom
andeed whoe ir 18 the buthday of one who has
dane as much 25 you have o [oswer the
walfnr and el Tife of your comemmumily.

Thig commeemarative beoklet reconds the
deils ol your work for tee Tiabie communizy
almast from the mement of your arival m
Auzizalia in 1956, Ir maces yoar contribativas
1o & hodt of cauges throogh Le Fieseeea,
Korefla Radio, the Asrerigziors Naziongle
Fmﬂfg-l'l'.t d.r._g.l'f Fmigrami and olher argan
ssations. It is & reoond of which you yours=ld,
arsd sk of the communiny, may a1l feel
Jusl prmnzel.

Thraagh wour work, Mamma Lenz, you
have helped nol enly in 2 very prclicd sense,
bur even mare imparianty thraogh your
colinns and broadeasts, yeu have helped
chanps the pergepiions of poverniment and
viher aulhonilies as W whatl i means o e an
immigranl, and of the expectations el meeds
thar new setiizrs bring with them. Yow have
helped form ‘eur nation infe the vibrant
rnidnculvaeal seciery char it &5 woday.

[ =m hagpy G ses that bath e Avstralian
and [talian BOVETIMeRES have lormally
recopmsacd yoor weless work for the [ealing
commuenily in Australic by conferning
rcq:-m_'l:i\'-:]y the rank of MBEL amed the Creoee
di Cavaliere. On a meore personal note, [
wenzld Tike toadd my aram congralulalmns,

Wour friends will hanawr your achizve.
oents today, and 1 hope that 1his paihenng
will demansirale the gratitwle and thanks of
all members of the community for your
dedigarion 1o their welfare over so0 many
FEITS.

(rrEaie o Ramdisrivg g

F.1. Kcatfing

John Fahey
Fremisr of Mes Sauth Wales

Dear Mrs Gustin

I omderstand chat yen will be celehrating
your Btk Biothday ar a lancheon 1o be held at
the Apin Club, which co-ineidentally 1z

celehmting i 34th bothday, on Sundey 10k
Tuly, 1544

May [ congramlate yon on achieving Lhis
milestons in your Life and join with your
friemiis amlb colleagues oo wishing veo all the
very bast on Lhis imporlant oecasion. Yoo
kave worked titelzssly log the Itlian coen
munily since your amival in this conniry in
1954 and the wany accclades you have
reccived over he years is an ackrowledpe-
oeast of that hand worke.

As you are joined by family, friends and
collemgues §osend iy best washes for & most
cajoyable celebralion.

Touwss suweznely

Juhin Fahey
Premier

Michael Photios

New Svolh Wales Minister Tor
Melliculturl and Ethnic AMTair

[f i5 indesd o greal pleasure b extend warm
wishes and congrandations b " Mamma Lena”
Crustan o heg SChh Birhdny,

Like ssany ltalians “Mamma Lena®™ hos
chieen Austialza o b her hoine and has given
cverything she his b being an Ausizalion wiho
ispmmi of her caltural heritxze.

Mamms Lena you bave cemninly set n fine
example lor the rest of the Twalisn and
Ausgalinn commumity., | wish you contimeed
health and happaness.

My birthday wisloes also exrond 10 te Apia
Club an the celebmtion e i1's hivthaay. For 34
yuars the Apsa Club has sapved as p significant
argnisation [or members of te Tabian com
muniry and | om aonfidzrl your goad work
will comtinae.

Michasl Phodies

D‘I'r'.
'@ el EDFH

The Premier regre1s that he is unahle o
atrznd the celebration bul has accanged that his
capprandatory message For Mamma Lena be
senl Lr her throogh you, Premier Fahey has
alse Tequesied me woreprescot him on the
GLCAsion.

1 look forward to meeling with you,
Mamma Lera and the Avstralian-ltalizn
commanily af the Apaa Clab o the day,

Yonars sincerely,

James Samios

Paul Zammil

Member for Strathfield

Porllamentary Secretary Assiding the Triaainer
Parllamentary Secretary Assiding the Minister
for Anoripinal Affaims

1Desr Mamma Lena

My wife Eila joins me in congrawlatng
yoin o your 8thk Birthdny and wishing you
vomtirued pood bralth,

Cari Lenw & Dine, siee daveers due persone
rcceriorali. Avele vizsule @ Ccopiinpale d
vivere L7 worrg vika per pid afird,

Vi ringrazimme,

Rite & Paolo Zamesi

ours sincerely

Faul Lammil

James Samios

Parliameniary Seorecsey fo the Minister for the Arts
Parliamentury Secretary fo the Miniger
[ XMuliszulturil snd Ethnie AlTaie

Drzar Mr Cannali

Thank you [or your Eind smvitation oo
Premizr Frhey b foin woo and the Ansimdizn
conrunaicy &t the Lonchean ance 1o hoaour
Mamma Lena on the occasion of her 80th
hirthiday al the Apix Club on Suday, 10 Jaly
1954,

Laa

Michael Cantali

Councillor, Concurd Municipal Coungil
Commissioner, Ethnic AlTaims Commisssn

Cara Marmne Lena,

Thank you lor the supgeal vou have givea
the Tralo-Avstralian commumily aver almost
four decadss. Throogh vour work and caring,
our communily is well regarded and an
intepral part of Australinn sciely. Desecvedly
o conumonity has bestowed on you the meast
loving of all udes, darof “Mamma®,

Mamma Lena, i good kealdth oy we share
wirh yon many more hirlhdays.

Deniderg formudare | pii sincer] aupweed gt
b compleaner ¢ O rinpraziore Memme
Lom, a aome mie e di Gena f2 comaning irglo-
pusiraliang, per Uinfalicatile favore da led
st e g caga ddepli italicni ie Auwstralia,

Miclasl Cantall



A Double Celebration

Today we celebrate the #ilth Birtheday party for 2 very well
known and maech Ipved member of the Tialo-Avstralian comnumily
"Munma Lena" (Lens Guslin),

[ am sare you aie all well aware of her achicvemenrs, howeeer

© just s a reminder [woulf like to give you some insight intn the life
of thiz very popular Jady.

Muamumu Lena commencad her wark for lalizn immigrants as 2
Jramalist and radio announces in 1926 on the Ethaig Progeatunes of
radio slakons such as 288, 20H, ZKY ami Z8ER, a carcer which
spanncd a edal 28 vears, Duoring this e, she wis b sany s,
the gnly source of mforration for many non English speaking people
ured in many cases provided mech more than just "news reading”.

An zotive member of the Tizle-Auiealian connnuniy and The
Mational Women's Awsiliory Council In Canbema among many olher
hings, Mammz Lena wzs 2lsp awarded an MBE by (he Cugzen in 1968
and 2 Boophithood by e Mtalisn Government for her eredless efforts
wilh the Tiake-Avsiralian commurty. Bol o w lel age gelin e way,
Mumma Lena coatinnes o help and participeie in the community 10
s day. She is 2ls an Horeorzoy Member of our Clob, and what
wonlid Wednesday's Ringo be witheul "Maunnta Lena”.

Mamma Lena haif g dream, since 1963, to onc day help build a
Child Care Comre”, and this dresun was Qulfled o Ge 290 April
1884 with Gie opening of the "%orella Radia Child Care Centre™ in
Fairficld, N.5.W. which caters to the needs of the very young
COMMUNITY Mmeniksers,

Cuincidentally, the 9th July (yvesterday] was also the 3dth

b daly 1960: MAnister for Immigeadion Han, Alavandas [smer fasaa ha
insoripler o0 o Foundanan Srome of the Apa Cluh,

Anniversary of e "laying of the first sone™ in 1960, af the Apia Club,
by the then Minister for Tnunigreation the Hon, Alexander Dowier,

We are honcared and pleased that here soday, assisting with our
celebrations, 1 our very specizl Guoest of Honour, Mr Alexander
Covamner, the Leader of the Qppesition ard the son of the Alexander
Drowner who, as 1 just menboned, weas bere thirty-lour vears agan,
alsn 25 3 very special Guest of Honour, Since then gur ¢lub has come
2 long way and wday Boasts over 3000 memnbers,

TONY BONICIOLLI
Jecretargidivnager, Apda Cleh

in collaborazione con la compagnia di
bandiera ALITALIA

ha sempre fornite il proprie appoggia in
maniara tangibile al’ARIA Club.

Chggi ci associamo alla celebrazions di due
importanti anniversari:

i 34 anni dell APIA Club e

I'80" compleanno di Mamma Lena.
Tanti, tanti augurill!

TRAVEL SERVICES ©

&

@

Raccomandiamo a totli di volare e far
volare ALITALIA prenatanda tramite
"LAGENZIA DI FIDUCIA DEGLI ITALLANIT:

EMILIO

TRAVEL SERVICES II

ANGOLD HOLDEN STREET E LIVERFOOL ROAD,
ASHFIELD, MSW 2131

Telefono: (02) 799 9444
Dir.: GINA LABBOZZETTA

nnsTao urFic m TaLle: ALIFRANCO TRAVEL (bir: NIGOLA LABBOZZETTA)

4

GALLERIA CAMMINITI, CORSQ GARIBALDI, REGGIO CALABRIA - TEL.: (0365) 83 0013 |I '



12,30 noon Opening
Welcome

Introduction
t the guests of Honour

Dancing with the
ANTHONY VADALA BAND

Variely Show with
RICKY GIULIANO po MO e _
GRACE RIZZ0 taken when she was 20 vears 6ld,  PETER CLANI

TONY MAZELL
and Guest Artist PETER CIANI

" Lunch

Menu

Italian Antipasto
(Thaneied by Toe's Ment Markeis, Askfieldy

Gourmet "Tasmanian™ Cheese
(Erogetend by 5, Spocta ond L. Coasa)

Cannelloni "Passana”

Roasted Veal with vepetables

"Alpino" Italian Gelato
Deanied by Viace Dropsens, Marrickaille)
"Italia” Celebration Cake
{Dopared by Giovenal Seardinee, FalrTeld

Tralian Spumanie
iIroraied by Filippe Navarre, Corcz 40, Biverwaad)

Otficial Speeches

Dancing and surprises

Draw of arich Lottery

Closing (6.00 pm.) TONY MAZELL ANTHONY VADALA

=




NICK ...
SCALI ...

FURNITUR E on her 80th Birthday

from
. TONY BONANNO
Nick Scali and Staff | Managing Director
Wish | a |
Mamma Lena A.M. R Motors
a Very Happy Birthday . __

|| 370-380 PARRAMATTA ROAD,
242 PARRAMATTA ROAD, AUBURN PETERSHAM, NSW 2049
TELEPHONE: 748 4262 Tel.: (02) 569 2844, Fax: (02) 560 4339




We thaok the following firms and
individuals who have demonstrated
their appreciation and love to
Mamma Lena and have contributed
o the suceess of the day:

ALITALLA

EMILIO TRAVEL SERVICES
FETER CTAMI

RICKY CGIULIAND

CGEMACLE BSAD

TONY MAZFELL

ANTHONY VADALA

WICOLA CERRONE

STEFARMC LAESIGMER JEWELLLEES
THE ATIA CLUR

La Flarba

[L GLOEBO

1L WG LD

NICK 3CALI

TONY ROMANN

NAT ZAMARDD {who donsted the fnps)
DANIELE VELCICH

JOE BOEA

LAMPOREAMA

GOV ARNMI AL

THOMAS COOK Cambio Valure
TASMINE BASOMI
LUCIANCHOOESA

ITALO MAZZOLA )

PRED & NORMA MARETTA
VIMCE CAMMARERI

F. MEMNDILINI

VENTOLINI: "CASANDOV A Festzurant ™
GIDVANNI SCARDINALE, Fairfield
BEUND TURCHINI

FENFA FalLAMNGA

JOE BIAMCHI

F. SCALL "FRASCATI Reslzurant”
STEFAN HAIR FASHICEY

ELISA FLORIST of Banketown
FMARCIHETTA; "EOLIAM HOLISES
FMNAVARRA: "CONCA D'ORO"Y
MARGHERITA CUETIS

5, SCAGLIETTI:

"ALS, LOMBARDI MEL MONLIMO"
FAMIGLIA PIEMONTESE

JOLLY STULIC

EURD PHOYTO (raneo Baldil

M, CRINIT] & F. CIECELLIL

C. SCHILLIRO: “TELEITALIA"
MICTHELE CAMNTALI

BRUNO TAVA INTEENATIONAL
A& AL CASSEANTTI: Haherlield Bak ey
{whn dopaled the Italian brend)

Special Thanks to the " Celebrations"
Committee Members:

KOS E CANTALL, MARIEA EL GARALL
NORMA and FRED MARETTA,

TRENE LAVERMICOCCA,

TVANA SMANICRETT,

ANCGIEFA CANTIIRT,

TERIESA ard SAFATO MONZ,
MARTIA WASQ, SILVANA VIDONT,
DN GUSTIY, TONY BONICTOLLT

GUESSING COMPETITION — M-M-A L-N-

P:R:EZE S -

st 1 RETURN TICKET ta ITALY flying ALITALMA
Donated by ALITALIA & EMILIO TRAYEL SERVICES - ASHFIELD

2nd 18K GOLD BRACELET - Value; $1,000.04
Donated by STEFANO DESIGHER JEWELLER, 120 Rawson 5t.,
Gragnacte, Tel,; FO0 6496 - BD Castlergagh St Sydney, Tel; 237 1799

Ird PAINTING (ITALIAN MASTER) - Value 3800.00
Donate by HICK SCALL 242 Parramatta FHoad, Auburn, Tal: 748 4262

dth 1 TABLE LAMF — Value: $360.00
Donzted by LAMPORAMA, 274 Modon Street, Leichhard:

Btht 1 YEAR SUBSCAHIPTION (Including installatizn) to TELEITALIA
onatsd by TELEITALIA, Sydnsy, Fres call 1800 851 602

Gtht 300.000 {Italian Lire). Danated by THOMAS COOK Cambio Valute,
Weathiield Shopping Centre, Burwood, Tel.: 744 3686 [Jasmins Rasoni)

7th 1 AIR RETUAN TICKET SYDMEY/GOLD COQAST
Canated by V. CAMMARERI TRHAVEL AGENHCY,
120 Hovten Slreal, Leichbardl, Tal.: 550 06400

8th COFFEE TABLE - Value $200.00. Donated by ALMA FURNITURE
(Frad Marsila), Gor, Wilkam & Huberd Sts, Leichhardl, Tel: 5841017

gth  IL PORCELLIMNG {minfature reglical - Value: 215000
Donatad by F. MENDUN] GARDEN ARTISTRY, Summear Hill

10th LUNCH COR DIMMNER FOR TWO - Value: $100.00
Cionated by CASANOVA RESTAURAMNT,
115 Sus=zex Street, City, Tel: 280 22385

Tickeis: $1.00 sach GOQDLUCK TOALL 1YY

LUCKY DOOR PRIZES

BASHET OF BEAUTY PROOUCTS - Valua: $200.00
Dionated by STEFAM HAIR FASHION

BASKET OF HAIR CARE PRODUCTS — Vakue; 350.00
Cionzated by STEFAN HAIR FASHION

ELNCH QR DINMER FOR TWS — Value: $100.00
Conzted by FRASCATI ITALIAM RESTAURAMT,
2Cathering Sireet, Leichhardt

1 CASES OF ITALIAM WINE, Donated by F. Marchetts,
EQLIAN HOWSE, 31 Gordon Stresd, Pelarsham

1 CASES OF ITALIAN WINE, Donatad by F. Marchatia,
EOQLIAW HOUSE, 31 Gordon Strest, Petersham

1 "RUICK SHAP FLASH™ CAMERA,
Danaled oy PHOTO PLAZA of Banksiown

ARTISTIC OBJECT, Donated by BRUNO TAVA INTERHATICOMAL

| AI l i ta I i a % -_ . me!tunE'Ekel

Sfefane

NESIGMHER | [EWILLER Teleltalia

a
I



-

R R
AN AR R

RN AR A

e

AR,

T R P Er T LY ERrPPErTRPEee

R

STEFANO DESIGNER JEWELLER
DESISGMNERS - MANUFACTURERS = IMPORTERS
DIAMOND MERCHAMTE

B

Shop 12, B0 Gastierssoh Stract, E:'rd'nc.}'. M.5.W. 2000. Phone: {02) 231 17%%, Fax: [02) 232 B335
Zhop -4, 1240 Aawson Reoad, Greenasre, H 5.W. 2190, Phone: {02)] 740 6456, Fnt:_[I}E] 709 2408
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