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(1 10 July 1994 - A DOUBLE CELEBRATION

Mamma Lena's 80th Birthday and

34th Anniversary

of the

"laying of the first stone" of the Apia Club

Dhstinguished Guests, Ladies
and Gentlemen.

On behalf of the Apia Club it
gives me great pleasure in
welcoming you all here today on
this very special occasion.

I would like to extend a very
warm welcome o the following
guests ol honour: the Federal
Leader of the Opposition The
Hon. Alexander Downer and
Mrs Downer, the TFederal
Minister for Veteran's Affairs
The Hon. Con Sciacca accompa-
nied by his advisor Mr Shane
Wells, Lo Mamma Lena and Dino
Gustin, the Hon, Jim Samios
MLC who today is representing
the N5W Premier John Fahey,
the Hon. Phillip Ruddock MT,
The Hon. Tvan Peteh ME The
Fon. Dr Brian Prezati MLC, the
Hon. Paul Zammit MLC, the
Hon. Bromwwyn Bishop ME

From Monte Paschi Australia
Mr and Mrs Marco Voliani and
Mr Giuscppe De Giosa, from
Widin and Company the Club’s
Administrator Mr John Mann
and Ms Helen Proud. Also in
allendance representing Alitalia
Mr Franco and Emilio Labbuoz-
zetta of Emilio Travel Services,
Mrs Josephine Cruee, President
of Club Marconi Mr Tony Lab-
bozzetta, President of Fogolar
Furlan Mr and Mrs Bob Donati,
from [l Globo newspaper Mr and
Mrs Pizzagalli, from La Fiamma
newspaper Mr Tornari, the NSW
Ethnic Affairs Commissioners,
the Apia Club Management

Mammo Lena, oocomponied by 4r and s Dovaner, while curang her cake — g fine eprducion af

Wi sy of Moy caned ity by,

Committee Mr and Mrs Joe
Rosa, Mr and Mrs Renato Orsat-
ti, Mr and Mrs Filippo Parisi, Mr
and Mrs Tony Mazzarolo, Mr
and Mrs Bruno Tava and of
course members and guests of
the AP1A Club and [riends of
Mamma Lena.

Today 1 would like to inform
you that we are having a triple
celebration. First being the Blth
Birthday of "Mamma Lena", a
remarkable lady who has dedi-
cated the greater part of her life
assisting members of the Italian-
Australian community. Mamma
Lena has achieved many things
in her life and has been awarded
accordingly. Amongst many
awards, two notable ones were
the "Cross of the Knighthood"
presented to her by the Ttalian
Covernment in 1967 and sec-
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ondly in 1968 she was awarded
an MBE (Member of the British
Empire) by the Queen this made
her one of the firsl lalo-Australian
women (o receive this award.

The Hon Alacandar Dawaer and Movivne
Lonn suminded By admines
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M and Mes Dommer standing by fhe foque that bis facher
wrrveled 34 paars ogn

Tory Bonioo® prosening Alevander Downes wath piciures of bs fxber at
the Apda Jlb site 34 o o

iirce Commaned (famamund ngha) with fiends
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I'ory Bariooli bmsenting Mamma Lena with hor plagon

The APTA Club is honoured
to have this extraordinary
woman as a life member of the
AFLA Club, and I must add that
she is a very "active" member
and great supporter of our Club,
the Management and Staff
would like to extend their
congratulations to you on your
alith Birthday.

The second part of our cele-
bration is the 34th Anniversary
of the "laying of the {irst stone"
which took place on the July 9,
1960 by the then Minister for
Immigration from the Menzies
Government the Hon, Alexander
Downer. We are honoured and
pleased that here today, attend-
ing our celebrations, accompa-
nied by his wife Nicky is our
very special guest of honour, Mr
Alexander Dowwner, the Federal
Opposition Leader and the son
of Mr Alexander Downer who
as 1 just mentioned was here 34
years ago. Since then our Club
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has come a long way and today
boasts over 3000 members. What
a happy coincidence 34 years
ago the late Alexander Downer
not only wished the Italian-
Australian community every
success but in his generosity he
wanted to personally contribute
with a personal donation
towards the building of this
Club. 1 am certain that all the
ltalian-Australians would like to
wish Mr Downer greal success
and hope that one day down the
track you will visit the AP1A

Mr Alemander Dawner and’ Tory Banccill

Club in a different role,

Mr and Mrs Downer please
accept our best wishes.

Thirdly, today Italians all over
the world are celebrating the 2-1
victory over Spain in the World
Cup quarter finals and we are all
optimistic that we will see the
Ttalian "fricolore” make their way
up the ladder to the finals.

Farza Italia!

Thank you all.

Tony Boniciolli
Secretary-Manager

il bl ekt for bath the #alian and Austmalan Antham
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Tributo a Mamma Lena e 34° anniversario
della fondazione dell’Apia Club

Al Club Apia, in un tripudio
di tricolore, partecipazione ple-
biscitaria di pubblico e autorita
politiche & di governo per ricor-
dare e celebrare il 34" anniversa-
rio della posa della prima pietra
dell’zttuale sede del sodalizio di
Frazer Street, La manifestazione
si & svolta in concomitanza
dell’affetiuoso tributo d'omag-
gio organizzato dal Club in
onore della “leggendaria Mamma
Lena™ Gustin, per festeggiare il
sun ottantesimo compleanno.

A dar particolare significato
storico alla celebrazione del
34.mo anniversario & stata la
presenza del Capo Federale
dell' Opposizione on. Alexander
Downer. Fu infatti suo padre,
on. AR, Downer, all’epoca
MWinistro Federale per I'immigra-
zione, a presiedere nel lontano
1960 la cerimonia della posa
della prima pietra.

1l leader dell’Opposizione, nel
sug intervento, ha tenuto a ri-
cordare e a sottolineare come
tutta la sua famiglia abbia sempre
nutrito un particolare sentimen-
to d’ammirazione per l'ltalia,
meta preferita delle varie oc-
casioni di vacanze quando il
padre era Alto Commissario
Australianc a Londra.

Fra le tante autorita e ospit
d'onore presenti: il Ministro fe-
derale on. Con Sciacca, 'on. Jim
Samios in rappresentanza del
Premier John Fahey, i parlamen-
tari federali on. Bronwyn Bishop
¢ Phillip Ruddock, gli on. Paul
Zammit, Brian Pizzuti e Ivan
Petch del parlamento statale del
MNew South Wales e Navvocato
Concetta Fierravanti membro
del Consiglio generale degli

Italiani all’Estero, Conclusi gli
interventi ufficiali il segretario-
manager Tony Boniciolli, faceva
dono all’on. Downet, a nome del
Club, di due storiche fotografie
ricordo (riprodotte da Jolly Stu-
dio) scattate al padre in occasio-
ne della cerimonia di frentaquat-
tro annd fa.

A Mamma Lena, applauditissi-
ma e festeggialissima dal pub-
blice, 'on. Downer consegnava
una targa d'onore che il Diret-
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tivo dell’ Apia ha voluto attri-
buirle a ricordo della preziosa
collaborazione da lei data al
sodalizio e a futta la comunita in
tanti anni di instancabile attivita.

Subito dopo, Mamma Lena,
affiancata dall’'onorevole Downer,
compiva il tradizionale taglio
della torta commemaorativa,
un’opera veramente monumenta-
le, riproducente I'Tralia e le sue
isole,




Mamima Lera with the punsts o honour,
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“MNicky a.nd I weTe dchghttd 1o

'parttnq:uata in the 3th snoiver-

sary.of your great Chub, and of
COUTES Lhr.r JHith hirthday of
T e
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stone of the Apia Club in 1960 — T
am prond of & very close sssocia-
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- The Apia l"..Iuh i= nhvmuFlv a

- hi ghly populur institation within
the Sydnev Italian community,
Judging by the numbérs and the
wery happy mood at i AOmiver-
Rarj- i

It was wonderfal that =o MADY
pt-nph had the chance to let Mum-
-ma Lena Enow how much she is
dowed and respected for the grear
_work she hae done for so many -

‘l‘lr.'ll'r' ‘n'Eth }"t‘r‘tlr" l"'h.t]} Iﬂ VRS \-Pn i 1:u-u|=|1-:- fver saek ]uu;-_" 1]1!11:!-\. _[ wu.'s ;

pie t*'ts-t':r' tn peuk a -amwur Club as E‘u:«

_d:d and meet many of w:-ur
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e rishers,

I appreciated thc Eun‘d wnruis

- from vour Secretary Manager, Mr

oy Buniciolli, and wis delizhred
to receive the two framed prints of
iy fatheramy H!:lrtr rEH: Toumdation
stonc. I cap-assure you thew will
have au bonoured |'r!¢1 B AR HEY
i"aﬂmmcuf Humnss: utTr.'-:.
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very proud fo be able to thank her
and wiah har swell in iy ownway
The Apia Clob has provided a
great centre for commnnity aotive
ities” ard Triend=hip for more chan
three deeades and am =ure will
rartkings th‘riﬂg anloranany years
T oimee, ;
Twisk the Club and il ifs miem-
higzs, every snocess, ;
ALEXANDER IMITWHhER
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Slezander and Micky Dewner, Tony Boniciclli 2nd |. Sarmics. The happy oo

. Cantal and Tnends.
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Bromans Bishop, Mamma Lena
ared Micky Diowmner,
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