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Schools may axe
ltalian language

ITALIANS are anpry with
the Federal Governmmend -
cause they belicve Asian
Innpuages are going b0 be
given preference over lalian
and Greek lessons ol school,

THe réaction follows Edu-

j“-r.'.ilt:ﬂn Mlmal.:'r Jahn

Du.l'kin::‘ announesmenl on

.Folhitub:r 26 of a major

' reviow of Austrolia’s leracy

. and Hnguage paticy.

‘Ethnie  Affairs Com-
_musgioner Michacl Candali
aaicl the $00-0dd strong
AMalian, communily  was
jumping up and down be-
Jeabse i Ccould Dol gl a
commitment from the min-
. H‘t-l:r ilat Benlian Iamguape

ing wotld mol be cul.

! Femak members of the
ApiR Soocer Club al Leich-
bardt have organised a pet-
thon which they plan 1osend
to the Eduocation Minisier
after they have gatherod sig-
matures across the country,
The perition savs:
“Mammn Lens and the Apla
Chub fadies commitice in-
dignanly protest 1he G-
emmeni’s intention of with-
drawing . Ttalian  Ionpuage
me, high _schoals *while
"fh'mnﬂg, Asinn lanpuapes,
Crerman and French, These
I!I1l|:l'||!|c_|-§|'|: are ollensive.™

by AMANDA PARK

Plamma Lenn & con-
sidered & Mother TI1|.:|.1:'r.1:ir|
the inmer wedt linfian com-
iy and s of the Tront of
an wrmy,of women ready io
defend the right for their
native langizape to be iasghi
in schoods. -

The women belsove thal n

has already bepun 1o
rid high schonds of [alias
clatee,

Aut Mr Dirwkina” media
adviser Wayne Huorns
branded the Nhaliaps reags
tion a3 “unmitigated  hys-
{15 T

“The [talipns- arg whips
ping ihemaclves into o Lather
before they know what is
happening,” Mr Bums sanl,

1 kg ridiculoms 1o ameme
lalsan i going 19 he axed
from schools when the dis-
cussion paper isn’l even out

Mr Borna sadd the vbea of
the rovicw was jo check
language programs  weee
seeving andividual, com-
munity and natienal pocds,

A preen discussbon paper
would be released  before
Chrisimas when  people
eonnld conmment angd suggesl

directions which woeuld lead
io the preparation of a white
padiey paper carly nest venr.

The while paper would
plentily stralcples for the
Government™s contiders
atiom in ks edged.

Ladies commitlos mom=
bers Maomma Lean and Rose
Cantali are woericd  1heir
soclety  will bocomie frig-
mented i Nalian s ned
promobed and coflivaied.

Mirs Cantaly, o teocher and
lialeam lesson  writer., lins
three children David, 11,
Alcxander, 7, and Laura, 1.

The twa odder children are
h'ﬂirl.gu.tl bt Mes Cantali is
worried aboul her vouppest
ehilds Tuture.

“As children, a bo of my
gencration had hanp ups
afler growing up being called
wops," Mrs Cantali sa1d.

“We dan't want o return
of that or pockeis of Grecks
and lalians fighting each
ather,” the waid

Mes Cantall fears Uie diz-
cusalon paper is o sham and
an exguse for ihe Governs
menl Ao pander o Asian
bukinessmen's desires rather
than building & beller-
skilled workforee - amang
Australinns - firmly  esab-
lished in the commimity.

—

L —




