14th November 1880

: Han. . Goldemith
arilament House

ssgme, as a resuit of recent deveiopments ieading uo to & review ol
guage teaching In Australla, that the Federal Government is cuns;dﬂrin;]

[ﬂrr‘.ay' be said I:h.ElI no firm dEGIElI:Ir‘ nas !JEEII‘I El':ar' ye*_' F'ﬂ"lEIthElEEh. the
peilcy sndarsed by the Quesnsland Government and the rsfusal of the
Fédaral Minister for Edycation, the Hon J. Dewkins, to deny these rumours,
dua rainforesd the fear that the study of the Italian language is going to
b# penalisad,

TEe maembers of the lialian Special Branch want you ‘o know that thers
ghlsts In the Community & strong sanse of anxlsty and indignation against
:s proposal by the Federal Governmen!

Thiz mood has prompted Mamma Lena and the & P. | A Club Ladies
Chmmittee to promots & nstion-wide petition. This patitiin has alrgady
gen signed by tens of thousands ot cltizens,

s ballave that the study of the Halian lanpusags allows for the realization
ffia number of educational and cultural objectives thei go weli beyand an
dmadiate pragmatic neesd, and lhoroughty fulflils the functions pormally

Flirthermare, acocording to recent Informatlon provided by Co. As. It.,
@728 young peaple, in Sydney alons,ars studying [alian at primary
Ehools level. In Vietorla there ere: 82.921 puplls studying Hallan at
pilmary level and 41 083 pupﬁs al secondary level In fofal, mere than




s Inglspensabie in tarms of humanlstle culiural davelopment:

progedly the most Imgortant ons In tsrms of Wastern Civlllzatlon, |t Is the
lengage af a Gammunity that has mainisined strong ocohasive slemants as
famigy and Churgh, and hence has had a less traumatic immigration

drience than any other groug In Australia,
Italian one I8 & Communily that has not orsatled 3 host of social
=Mz, Has nol brought to Austaalia contrastz or diviglons, Indesd, i

nagec turally anrdched this land of ours, bringlng new vitality to sur civic
llie, sand sdding to |t & greatsr varely af now muiuaily shared oultural
valiss.,

Woid. italy, taday, &s caonsistent ‘ang prowing economlc and cultural
ralapions with Ausiralia: |ndesd, anly recently the llallan and the

Augirelian Governmants kave signsd a Cultural Agreament, whereby the
align Government ls committed 1o upnoriing  the teaching of the lzlian
langiage in Austraila.

Weaan gaglly say then, that the lalian lenguags embodias and lranami's a
cultfral ideology dseply rooted in the European way of lifs. And i with
gdugaiion we are alming to neip all youth Dscome knowledgeabls, zoclanls
angpresponslble, our prioriies cannot  be dictated only by scanomic

reaguns, Today more then sver humeanlstic knowledge ls a posilive vehicle
In L:munci[ing the compaiing Interests of modern [fe. Thus, in thla
conilext, It acquires paramount -impertance. The quaest for greatsr

dvement must be a guest for economic well-belng &s well a5 2 sirlving
for (Belf-fulfillment and  intellectual growih.

Ti‘ljra ls consldsrabie advantage In gaining & perspeclive an tha current
eces through understandlng cur herltags. We belisve that & study af the

histgey of our cultural background snables us 1o remppraise more carafully
thogk farces irem the past which are still ai work In the present and lo
solvE more successfully soma of the oruclal problams thal confront our

gty in inis changing world.

Cen@sauently, the itallan language with lis Inaxtricable ties wilh the Aris
andliihe European FAennziszarce cannal Yo considerad to oe of secondary
Impiitancea in the education of aur youth.

wiort, Halian culture harmonises wilh Australian culture and
comiiemants . Tharefors, we affirm that It |s essentlal not only to
majitaln the present level of the tasching of the Yellan




bing demorsirated the Importance of the ltallsn language in sducation

d| In our evaryday lifa, the membears of the lalian Special Branch cannot
derstand the matives that cou'd justiv downgrading It, and are sauaily

i rmed by the faot that the Liparal Party has not maeda polilical mileags

hig matier,




