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trom the Community than the twn superpowars, the
United States and Soviet Union, combined.

The figuras for direct invesument by the Community
in EFTA and vice wersa, he added, also indicate that
wee are waell down the road towards a single econnomic
are in Western Europe’,

The current mambear states of EFTA ara AiznEria,
Fimlanal, lealand, Morway, Portugal, Swadan and

S#inzarland,

At the start of their relationship, this closeness and
co-opsration was not always evident, EFTA's origins
stem partly from @ reaction to the formation of the
Community. The grouping was formad by the United
Kingdam, which had first elected to remain outside
the Community, the neutral countries of Ausiria,
sweden and Switzerland, which also wanted 1o avoid
joining blocs, and Denmark, Morsay and Portugal,
with Finland as an associate. Instead of the closer
integration of tha Community, thess countries sought
a looser association limited 1o achieving a fres wrada
zone, leeland als=o became a member i 1970,

Many predicted the demise of the EFTA when the
United Kinodom, Danmark and Meresy negotiated 1o
join the Community in the carly 19705, Howevsr, the
first two actually jeined, along with unattacked Tre
land, and Monway elected 1o s1ay out, the enlarged
Community of Mine and the remaining EFTA mem-
bers neqotiated agreements leading to & free trade
arad in industrial products.

Fercentage Shares
of Community-EFTA Trade, 1970

Exparts Impares

Belgium 5.49% b.6%
Denmark 5. 6% 7.9%
France 11.5% 11.6%
CErmany 41,6% 33.1%
[taly 9.9% 9.5%
Ireland 0.3% 0.7%
Metherlands B.4% B. 7%
Linitec

Kingdom 18.6% 24 8%
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Since then their links have grown stronger through
requent consultation and co-operation in fields such
a5 transportation, scignce and environmental protoo-
Tror.

Last June’s EFTA ministerial meeting notad the in-
creasing benefits thet have boen derived From this
close gssocistion bebtwesn the twe groups and raal-
firmed EFTA'S resolve to sesk closer co-oparation,

Speakers at the ceremomnics in Stockbalm underlinad
the fact that these relations will be hound to undergs
further changes in the coming vears with the aoces-
sion 1o the Community of Gresce and later Portugal,
wihich is an EFTA member, and Spain, creating a wni
of soma 360 million people spanning a brosd geo
graphical area ol Europe.

Mr. Haterkamp emphosized this in his address, saying
Commen Eurcpean action s indispensable iF we
wiant our continent to maintain its role and its infly-
encs and scoept its redponsihilities in todays chang-
ing wiarld?,
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