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The decision is now teken. My suspensicn is Go lass
four weeks. Supposedly Bo Emld an inpuiry. Another ome?
Seme guestiors ere to be aszked quite legitimately:
1) Iz scmething being plarmed by the News Depariment

{1ike the implementation of the "Memozizl" whose
copy we have in our hands)?

2% Is the SBS plaming %o replace Coordinators and Frosdoastes
(ag had bean tried two :r-E"']:.u vefore) and a diversion
could ba useful?

3) If an inquiry is desireble, how abous
of Review whieh should have heen insiituied in the
firet place as provided for by SBE Frocedures?

J.'l..

1= Cocmitien

The Association of Stmic Dreadcasters ard Coordinators
decldes +o toke immediat e action ard ~to-.
¥

rofuse ihe use of bullebins prepared by the Hews Room

until the sitngtion has been cleared.
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SPECIAL BROADCASTING SERVICE

B ELIZASETH STASET, Svinay, W.E s, 000 TELERHONE [02) 312 Toey

The Exgoutive Director

: |
12 March 1881 _ ( [lL_ i

Mr Pino Bosi
152 Victoria Sircet

BELLEVUE HILL NSW 2023

Dear Mr Basl

1 have received snd given careful eonsideration to the report of
interview between yourself and Messrs Stepan Kerkyasharian,
Corbett Shaw and Ken Bievers in our offices on § Darch 1981,

On £ March 1981 ] preceived a letter fram the Federal Executive of
the Australisn Journalisis Association supporting the resolution passed
by members of the AJA employed in the Special Broadeasting Service
Central Newsrcom protesting the handling of news by yourself in the
Italian languaze program and claiming that there had been & viclation
of SBS news policy. :

As you are aware, the issue related le a complaint received lrom a
prominenl member of Lhe Italian community that the Italian program
on 2EA had not used a news story of particulsr interest to the eommunity.

The complalnt was conlained in 2 telex dated 9 February 19581 and
was addressed to the Director of News.

Inquiries by the Dircetor of News indicated:

1. That two news reports and a briel recorded interview in Ifalian
on this story were supplied by SBS Hews 1o ihe Italian progranm.

9. That the broadeaster in charge of ecompiling news for the Italian
procram had been plessed with the report and interview and
had intended to use them. : :

3 That the story and interview were not used at the direction of
the co-ordinator of the Talian program.

Between 11 February 1981 and 4 March 1981 there was an exchange
of correspondence on this matier. Upeon receipt of the Jetter from
the Australicn Journalists Association dated 4 Rlarch 1981, 1 determined

"that Messes Kerkyassharian, Shaw and Sievers be appointed ez a mandgement

Committee of Inquiry to look into the issue and report- their findings’
and recommendations to me. g



e

Following yoLr interview before this Committee on 3 Mareh, you met
them sgnin on 9 Mareh and you were shown £ record of the meeting
of 5 Mareh. You stated that you wished to add some questions of
your own. DMr Kerkyasharian wrote to you on 10 March 1981 and
psled you to submit these guestions for attachment to the reeord.
This was done. '

In evaluating your answers to the questions put to you by the Committes,
it has taken into account the fellowing SBS Guidelines and Policy:

585 Guidelines

r1.6 Co-ordinaters are responsible 1o the SBS, as publisher, for the
content of programs and shall observe the Codes, policies gnd
stapdards determined from time to time by the 5BS; and the
requirements of the Groadeasting and Television Acl.

News, Current Affairs and Community Information Services Policy

P.1. The SBS editorial policy that applies to all news, current
alfairs and community information scrvices shall rafloat:
aeeuracy, impartiality, objectivity and responsibility.

. 2. Tha SBS will only be concerned with objective and full
reparting normal to western demperacies and in the Auslralian
tradition of journalism as epposed to the partisen journalism
of some countries and the "official line" approach af others.

P The S8% will maintzin editorial supervision of all news and
current affairs end ensure that there is a feasible sereening
process that monitors its policies and ensures thers is &
sufficient flow of news to satisly all neeads.

Basie Policy Objectives and Standards

The cbjective is to report naws aecuratsly, impartially and responsibly.

-----

Impartiality: Al news judgements will be made impartizlly and objectively,
fres from commercial and cther special interesl pressures. Stories

will be selected solely en their merits as news. If it is not news it

should not be released for broadeast. I it Is news people are entilled

o know. : A

The Committee has found that having been asked to make a news
judgement on a particular story on 1wo sucpessive days you [ailed to
take @]l ressonable steps to learn of the faets of the story and to
fully ascerlain what other stories werce available.
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The Commiltoe believes that both steps were necessary halore an
informed judpemenl could be made about the news value ol the
particular story and ils comparative news value in the news then
available for broadessiing. The Committee considers thal you failed

to enrry out these standard news selection procedures and in eonsequence
were prevented [rom making a responsible, objective and informed

news judgement of & news story which the SRS considers was of
significance and interest to Italian listeners of 2EA.

This failure was in breach of:

i. Paragraph 1 of Firsl Principles of SB3. News Poliey which says
in part that news "shall reflect accuracy, impartiality, objectivity
and responsibility", and :

Parseraphs § and 6§ of Basie Poliey Oijectives and Standards of
SBS News Policy which sny:

(=1}
=1
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Impartizlity: ALl news judgements will be made impartially and
objectively, free from commereial and other speeial inlerest
pressures.  Stories will be selected solely on their merit as
news. . If it iz pot news it should pol be released for broadeast.
If it is news people sre entifled Lo know.

The Committee noted that you defended your aclion asserting that
you made a news decision not as journalist but as a eco-ordinator
and that regardless of the individusl responsiblities attaching io either
of these positions your action was in breach of 8BS Hows Policy.

1 have accepted the Committes's unenimous recom mendation as lollows:

The Committee of Inguiry recommends that elfective
at onee Mr Pins Bosi be suspended from prepaving
and brosdeasting news for the Italian program on ZEA
to ollow further inguiries to be made into all aspects
of the news and community information serviecs
provided by the Italian program on 2EA, such further
ingquiries to be completed within Tour weeks.

Yours sincergly
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ATTERTION ATTHNTION ATTERTI0ND
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WEWS
NEWS

Sonlihyl L

Attention all news comzilers.

-

S

PR

OATE: 12+4n Moreh 1981

AS A COHSEQUSHCE  OF THE SITUATION EXPLAIVED IN THE ATTACHED .
HECOFMENDATION, NPWS COMPTIERS ARE ADVISED BY THE EXDCUTIVE

vEwsROOM STAFT.

NOT repeat NOT TO USE THE IES BULLE

TINS 50
:

8EED ANTH-BOUND BY

HEWECASTERS €Al HOWEVES USE ALL THE TSUAL MATERIAL AT THEIR

LD CITEMS .OFF THE TELESRIRTERS.

TUE PAN REMATHS IN FORCE UNTIL THE PRI

¥
E

s
NES,

_DISPOSAL, AS PRESCRTEED BY THE GUIDELIN

ne Secretary

AND LOOSE TELERES

PSENT SITUATION IS RECTIFIED
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ASSOCIATION OF ETHNIC DROADCASTERS & COORDIMATORS (M.5VL)

EE—

P.0. BOX 130 : e DATE: 12 March 1981
B;"-.Eﬁi‘.-"ll'l'q' 2007, g II'. : ! .
FEL: 8181108, 8272829 _ TR % )

: G

HE EXECUTIVE OF THE ASSCOCIATION OF ETHHNIC ERCADCASTERS ATD COCHDIHATORS
TONICHT CONSIDERED THE IMHEDIATE SUSPENSION CF THE ITALIAN COORDINATCR
FEOM COMPILING AND READING THE NEWS AND, A¥TER DUE DISCUSSICN, HAS COHE
™) THE CCHCLUSICH THAT

a) the Eusycﬁainn ig & provocative actinﬁ, unjustified and excessively
Eevere; . . i

by such e decision has been reached without reference to the Assecciation
in spite of its request that i* be sllowed to have o representaiive
preseﬁt guring the inguiry because of its far reaching conseguences

in relation to all cther ceordinaters and breadeasters;

o) as o consequence, the Assecilation has mo other alterpative but %o
aplk for the immediate withdrawal of the suspension pending +he

© . gompletion of the current inquirys

4) should the suspension not De 1ifted immediately, the Executive will

advize . its mepbers to 1nregn immediately and 1ndLP1]1uelF be

e — e B gl —

use of the news b hul4c~1n5 ﬁﬂrﬁ1led hy tbe HEWST DO staff; it wil1 also

| ————

ecall an immediate extird nrd*tdry meeting to decide what further action

may be tsken;

THE EXECUTIVE FOUND IT TRONICAL THAT THE ITALIAL C{.-LQU"'ILAC‘ER WAS EUSPERIED
IN BELATICH T THE VERY ISSUE (the Italisn ear theuake) into which he i
put such an extraordinary effort te ensure that Ttelian-fustralisns listeners
be kept informed with the most extensive and up to date news En?c*age.

His efferts were publicly recognised DY the Executive Director, tha Eead

of Radic, 4FR (Brisbane) and the very Chalrman of the Spesial frczdeasting
serrice when he handed the Premier of N.5.W. the cheque feor the menies : ; -
reised-by ZBA.
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