CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE ON ETHNIC BROADCASTING

P.0, BOX 1005 P.O. BOX E202
NORTH SYDNEY M.S.W, 2060 CANBERRA A.C,T. 2600
Telephone: 9221188 ext. 264 Telephone: 733527 ext. 7

12 April, 1976.

Dear Sir/Madam,

Cabinet recently decided that the Ministers for
lemigration and Ethnic Affairs and Post and Telecommunlcations
should arrange consultations with the echoic communities on how
ethnic broadcasting might operate in the future.

For thls purpose, the Ministers have formed & committee
comprised of senior officers of thelr respective Departments, to
be known as the Consultative Committee on Ethnic Broadcasting.

If your organisation has 2 view on the future of ethnic
broadcasting, the Committes would be pleased to hear it.

I am enelosing a copy of the circular which has been
prepared to provide guidance for those wishing to make submissions.
Further copies of the circular ars available if required at the
offices of the Departments of Immigration and Ethnic Affairs and
Post and Telecommunications in each capital city.

Yours sincerely,
o :
(:S:dﬂuu & ii:ﬁJJavap:j?ﬁixf

I.E. LTHNDENMAYER
Far the Committes




12 April, 1976.

ESTABLISHMENT OF ETHNIC
BREOADCASTING TN AUSTRALTA

The ethnic radlo experiment which commenced in Sydney and
Melbourne in June, 1975, has proved successful. Accordingly, Cabinet
has now decided that finds should continue to be provided te the
ethnic radio stations 2EA and 3EA until 30 September, 1976. In
addirion, Cabinet decided that the Minister for Immlgraticn and Ethnic
Affairs and the Minister for TFost and Telecommmications should jointly
arrange consultations with the othnic commmitieas on how ethnic broad-
casting might operate in the Fiture.

The purpose of this clrcular is therefore to seek the =dvice
of persons and orgsnisations, who heczuse of thelr involvement in ethnic
matters or for other reasons, may wich theilr views to be considered.

Following the joint consideration of submlssions by a
Committee appointed by the Ministers, it may be necessary to gaelk Further
information on the points made by some persons OT organisations. We must
mfortunately set a tight deadline for the completicn of our consultatioms.
This urgency is necessitated by the requirement to complete consideration
of submisslons, to make appropriate recormendations to Csbinet, afid
perhaps, Initiate and present to Parliament the required legislation
before the current fumdimg For ethnic radic on its present basis, explres
on 30 September. Therefore it will be necessary for submisslons to be
lodged at the Canberra address by 7 May, 1976, if possible.

To msaist with the presentation of submissions in the short
rime availsble the following gquestionnaire has been prepared. Each
gquestion is on a separate page. Eindly wrlte your comments in the space
immediately below the gquestiom. If the space is insufficlent please
artach additional pages. Tleasc ensurc that your name and address is
shown at the head of each question in the space provided. This should
alsn be done in the case of attached pages which, in addition, should
show the gquestion number in the top left hand corner.
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UESTION 1

The follewing options for a permsnent structure for ethnic
broadcasting have been discussed. Which of these would you prefer and
why?

fa) An organisation wholly financed and operated by the Government.
(b} A povernment organisatiom partially financed by the government
with support from the ethnic communities both financially and

through woluntary participation in the operation of the statioms.

{c) A government-owned organisation whelly financed by advertising
revenue but supported initlally by government loans or guarantees.

{d) HNon-profit commumity organisation(s) wholly financed by
community subscriptions, sponscrships, 1imited advertising or
some combination of these.

(@) Commercial stations operated by privately-owned companies.
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QUESTION 2
Tn the event of the governmenl deciding that

ethnic broadcasting should be financed completely or
partially by contributions from the ethnic communitles,
to what extent would you or ¥our organisation be prepared
to contribute funds in one or other of the following ways?

(a) Hegular subscriptions.

(b) Sponsorships.

(e¢) Once-only denations.

(d) Leans (with ar without interest).




QUESTION 3

The government feels that there should be ethnic community
participation in the running and programming of the stations.

{a}) Wwhat form of ethnic community participation would you
vacommend in the overall direction and control of ethnic
broadcasting? It would be helpful 1f you could relate

your comments to Fhe various organisaticnal options
specified in question l.

(b} To what extent would you or your organisation be prepared
to provide voluntary support te ethnic broadcasting?
{For example, assistance 1n compiling commmity news,
preparation of tape recordings of music and interviews,
ennouncing. }

i
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QUESTION 4

Ethnic radioc is presently operating 1 Sydney and
M=lbourne. To what exent should it ultimately be extended to
other parts of Australia and how would you recommend that this
be dome?




QUESTION 5

Other compents.
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