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The Honowrable E, G. Whitlam,

Prime Minlster of Australia,

Parliament House,

CANBEREA

Tezsr Mr. Prime Minister,

We have been consulted by the representatives
of the Greek, Italian, Maltese and Yugoslavian
comminities concerned with the continuation of
bilingual radio broadcacting in this country. Our
clients are Con Zahar of the Greek community, Mumma
Lena Gustin and [dne Gustin of the Itzlizan Cormmunity,
Jogpephine Zanmit of the Maltese community and Ivan
Lovric of the Yugoslavian community. They have been
largely responsible for and erucially involved in the

 bilingual programmes broadcasting over radio station
2CH over the past 15 years, These programmes are how
to be terminated as from 27th January 1973 following
policy changes as set out in a letter from Radio 2CE
a copy of which we are enclosing.

Thase bilingual programmes have been conducted
nightly for approximately 2 hours duration in the
varlouns national tongues. The programmes have been
well received as was borne out by the fact that the
Broadeasting Control Board granted to Radleo 2CH an
increase in the normal time allowance for such

- programmes. The contents of the programmes are such

2 as to help the assimilation of migrants in thelr new
anvironment by creating a bridge of understanding
hetween the ¥New World and the 0ld World throudgh the
media. While not denying the need for integration
within the Australian community it is impossibhle for
migrants completely to break from their links with
their home lands.

continmaed, . .
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By means of these programmes migrants have Leen
helped considerably in wave such as informztion on
Australian laws znd customs, advice to settlers on
their problems in consultation with the verions
Commonwealth departments, advice on social servieces
available, types of hezlth schemes, how to complete
income tax forms, ete. These services had heen
appreciated by the various Commonwezlth departments
who have been most co-operative over the past yesrs.
BY glving migrants news and musie of their home lang
and other services pertaining purely to migrants the
yearnings of many to return home have heen greatly
reduced. These bilingual Programmes are a reqgular
feature in the countries of america, Canzds and
England.

Letters heve been written to all ecommercial
etations in Sydney recuesting time for bilingual
brogrammes but all stations have refused on the grounds
that they are all fully committed in their programe
areas. The news of the discontinuanece of these
programmes will be broken to the listeners over fhe
next week and the possible replacement has become a
matter of some urgency. oOur clients have suggested
the following alternatives:-

1. The granting of a restricted radic licence for
s2y three hours per evening (the facilities
can be obtained for this and we understand
that a broadeasting freguency is =vailable in
the Sydney network area which would not in any
way interfere with present broadeoasting
frequencies).

2a The granting of Governmental approval and
SUppOrt to an asplication to the fastralian
Broacoasting Commission for similar bilingual
programes,

E The recommendstion by the Government of the
aceeptance by one of the commercial stations
of a resubmitted anplication.

fwaiting your urgent attention.

Yours faithfulls-,
MeCuY, GROVE & WTKINSON




