o

NATTONAL WOMEN'S ATV

TS0RY COUNCIL

NOTES 0F MPETING - 4-6 ATHIL, 1979, PELRTH

FLESEXNT

APULOGTES

Beryl Bezurepaire
Dee Boss-Walker
Suc Broad

Quentin Bryce
Connie Duash
Valerie Pisher
Jan Marsh

Wendy MeCarthy
Joyee MeConnell
Judith hoberis
Margaret Hosenlhal
Hue Taylor

Carolyn Willshire
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Convenor

Member

EWAL Seccerctariat
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Visit to the Sexual Assauldlt Cenbrs of Lthe Sir Charles Gardianor

Hospital.

AGENDA ITEM — — ADMINTETRATIVE MATTERES

TL was agrecd thet copics ¢f the Council's submisszion
to Lhe Joint Parliasmentary Committee reviewing ithe Family Law Act
should not be releassed publicly at Lhis= stage.

LBaryl DBewnrepalire wisked meombers to write down their
imprassions of their visit to the Bexual Aszaulit Cenire ot the
Sir Charles Gardiner Hospital, and forward these to the Secrefaristh,

Tt was soresd Lhal Lhe
Eremier ol W.NA.

Tuncheon given Tor theom.
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Famphlels

It was agrecd that Ms Janet Daonald zhould he engaged il
possible to underlake some more extensive research and produce
dratt pemphlet on Education for Employment.

Carolyn Wiltshire reporicd on progress bLowards preparing
pamphlets on specific issues for Council's distribulion. It WaS
agraed that a pamphlet an Aboriginal women should not be prepared
until after the bour of the top cnd of the Norlhern Territory.

There was further disecussion on the publication of
Council's lirst newsletter in the Wemen's Weelkly. Carolvn
Wiltshire explained thal costs involved in the Proposal.
Beryl Teaurcpaire suggested that she and Wendy MeCarthy could mest
with Ms Buttrese Lo discuss the matier further if necessary., It
was agroecd Lhat efforts should continue to have ihe newsledber
inserlbed, provided that the costs involved remained e close
as poeszible to $25,000.

Fress Statementis

: Council's role in issuing press stulements was dizeussed,
Members fell that they should have the right te issus press
statements independent of Ministerial clewrance. Tt was acrecd
that Beryl Beaurepaire should discuss the matbier wiih the Minister.

Btalutory Base

It was agreed that o paper zhould be prepared for Cowncil's
discussion on lhe merits/disadvaniages of u statulory base, and
that Quentin Bryce would prepare this,

ITEM 2 — CORRESPONDENCE

Counecil discusszed the issues raised in the correspondence
and it was sgrecd that:

(i) with regard to courses in management, a lelter should
be sent to the University of N.S5.W. concerning the
aced for consideration Lo he given +o payment of costs
of other than tuition fees, (such as child care) =eo
that women have ihe freedom to take up scholarships in
managecment.,

{ii) Council should write to the Budget Commitiee raizing with
them that it believed that persons in receipt of the
age pension should be alloewed to carn more money than
they are at present, as the current situation aniy
penalises those who want to help themselvas,
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With regard to the offer by the National Council

of Women to investigate, within ils own resources,

some parbiculsr aspects of coneern to women, it

wis sugresbed that this investigation should be on

the role of women in veluntary work. The study

should cover asuch aspects az time spent, amount

of money raised,; and commitment of the women to the
agrganisations invelved, Judy Roberts, Joyee MeConnell,
and Wendy MeCoarthy showld determine the lerms ol
refercnce.

Eeryl Reaurepaire should accept the invitation to
be prinecipsl speaker at the Tih Nalional Public
Relations Convention in October.

The Council should support the YWOA submisszion to
the Departiment of Immigreticon and Ethnice Affairs
for a threc year grant for community work im
Farratha, W.A.

The Council should supporl the proposed ABC program
"The Way We Are" with the request that it be shown
in prime viewing time, and not later than 9.00p.m.

With rerard to the United Nationsz Conference on
Science and Technology for Development, the Council
should wrile Lo the Minister for Illome Alffairs
supporting the representation of women's point of
view at international conferences, together with
the inclusion of suitably gualilied women in
Australian delegations to such Confercnces.

The reporl on the visil to Perth by Ms Sue Broad and
Becretariat members should be ineluded in ihe Annual
Report.

Members should read the regport on the Pootscray Working
Women's Centre, and let the Scerctariat know whether
Council should write a letter of support-in-principle
to the Centlre.,

The Council could net co=sponsor the Women and Sport
Conference as proposed by the N.5.W. Women's Advisoryv
Council. It wez nol sble Lo commit 1979/80 funds at
thiz stage, and it did not see the Conference as heing
part of its program for the mid-Decade. However, the
N.5.%W. Council should be congratulated on its initiative
and il was alse agreed that the National Women's
Advisory Council should discuss with them pther ways
they could assist the confercnce. :
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ITEM 3 — REPORT OW COUNCIL MEMBERSG' iCTl"n’lTJ.ES

Members reported on their individusl schivilies since
their last meeting.

Jan Hallam from the West Australian newspaper was
present during this item 4o obtain background information on

Council activilies,.

ITEM 4 — TOUR O N.'T.

The tour by Quentin Bryce and Connie Bush to the
Lop end of the N.T. in May was discussed. It was apreed lhat
plhotos should be taken of the ftrip. Wendy McCarthy suggested
that membars should send in guestions which they thought it was
important to raisze while on the irip. Onee a report of the trip
hazs been discussed by Council it was ppreed that, subjecl Lo the
Minister's agreement, it should be forwarded to the Depariment of
Aboriginal Alflairs,

ITEM 5 — EDUCATION FOR EMPLOVMENT

There was discussion af the sub-committess' work on
this priority area, and the format of the reporl and the proposed
pamphlat,

I+ was agrecd that the report should concentrate on
prospects for, and progress towards cducation for women and girls
Logelher wilh recommendations, and that a completicn dale of
Docember 1979 should be wimed Tor. ALL Council memboers were
asked 4o send in what material they hed on this priority arca.

It was alse agreed that Ms Janet Donald shouwld, if possible,
be enpaped as s consultant to research and proeduce a dralt for
publication.

ITEM & - M3 J, WILLIS, BESEARCH OR PART-TIME WORK

Council discussecd Ms Willis' request for support for

her submission, and it was ggrecd that o lebter of suppert should
be sent.

ITEM T = WOMEN AND TECHNMOLOGICAL CHANGE

Jan Marsh reported on her meeting with the Inquiry
into Technological Chanpge, where Council was asked to suggest
& research projech which the Inguiry could sponsor. It was
gorecd thatl Jan Marsh would prepare a research proposal for the
Ingquiry, and that Jan Marsh, Quenlin Bryce, and Val TFizher
would determine the terms of reference for Council's submission
to the Inguiry,
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ITEM § — TPROGRESZ RLEPORTS

(4}

it was availlable,

Fnox Survew

Twa members of the research group had met with Beryl
Heaurepaire and the Secerelariat to discuss the project. Copies of
Lhe interview questionnoire would be sent te members as socon as

It is expected that the project will be

completed by April, 1920, and progressz reports will be submitted
by the Greup every iwe months,

(ii)

reconsidoer
{iii)

on migrant

[iv)

further at

Ausiralian Women Arainst Rape

The proposal for research into inccst was discussed.
It was agreed that it was not within Council guidelines to

. provide funds te write a book, buit thal the Council was willing to
a proposal which was restricted 1o research on an
Australian-wide basis.

Migranl Hepord

The final draft of Council's report te the Minister

wamoen wWwas Jdisceussaed,

It was apreed that:

a covering letter to the Minister should include

schnawledgaments,
thers shovld bhe a
al the conclusion
relevant Goalbally

Bue Jobson shoold

summary

of the recompendations

of the report together with the
recommendations

be employed to work with a
photographer so thal photogrophs can be included
in the published version

following presentation of the report to the Minisier,
that Council members should meel wilh the Miniztowr
for Immigraticn and Ethnic Affairs and other relevant

Ministers

Maternity Leave

Jan Marsh reported on the result of the ACTU'z ease
before the Conciliation and Arbitration Comnission. It was

agreed that a paper shewuld be prepared on the current situstion
relating Lo maternity leave,

the next meeting.

and theatl

ik should be diseussed
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(v) Anti-diserimination Confercnce

Beryl Beaurepaire reported on the work of the
sub—committes formed to organise the conlerence. Members
were asked lo forward names ol possible participants to the
Secretariat by the following weelk, Tt was apreed that
parbicipants should pay to attend the Conference dinner.

ITEM 9 — PRIORITY AREAS FOR TUTURE HiSHARGIH

T was wpread that members should prepsre for the
nexl meeting w list of prierity areas for Council—sponsarcd
rescarch, based on the following guidelines:

. the research should be of national importance.
: 1t should be necompanied by an accurate estimwle

of costs

. prior to the rescarch being accepted as a
priority area, cach member should investigate
the need Tor it within their own State

ITEM 10 - U.N. DECADE FOR WOMEN

Carolyn Wiltshire outlined the current state of Council's
draft national largets.

Council's view was sought on the need for non—-Governmental
representalion at the ESCAT Conference in New Delbhi in November
1999 and it was agreed that the need far thiz level of
representation should come to Governmenl through women's organisations
thoemselves,

Council members reported on Lheir progress Lowards
planning for State participation in the 1980 national conlerence.

Irn 5.A. all the conforences (15 September — 3 November)
have been erganised, and letters have besn prepared for women's
erganisations, welfarc associations and schools.

In W.A, s preliminary sub-committee has been formed
-and they are confident of receiving Stale assistance.

It was reported that there were difficulties in
co-ordinating asclivities in Queensland, and it was proposed
that (ueniin Bryce and Deryl Beaurepaire should meet with .
the Premier io discuss the maitier. It was sugpested that :
Council's next meeling in Townsville could be pertially '
directed towards publicising Lhe Council's reole in the mid-decade,

It was agreed that a publiec meeling could alse be held in .
Brisbane two or threc days prior to the Townaville visit. 7 i
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Wendy McCarthy explainecd to other members that it
was proposed in N.5.W. to submit an existing draft plan of
action to Council's national conlTerence, insiead of helding a
series of Stale/regions]l meelings, However she undarstooed the
Gtate Government wes avaiting confirmation from the Commonwealth
Fovernment on its sponsorship of activities.

In Tasmania, it was preposed Lo hoeld three regional
meetings, and a uubHEGTMItEDC meoeting hed been arranged,
Dee Boss=Walker under=tood that the Tasmonian Government was wlso
awaiting a response at the Federal level before taking any
concerete nellion,

In Vietoria, discussions were being held betweon the
Slate Women's Adviser, Beryl Beaurepaire and Jan Marsh to
determine its activities.

Joyee MeConnell reporied thuetl she was planning to
organi=se a mecting of women's organisations and individual
woman to discuss the drafl plan, and represcntation at the
nalional conlerence,

In the N.T., Connic Bush and Quenlin Bryce would discuss
that Territories activily while en teur there in May. Council's
moeling in Alice Springs in Seplember could also form a focus for
mid=decade activities.

ITEM 11 - WOMEN'S TTILM FIND

Members diszcusscd the information paper prepared by
the Office of Women's Affairs on the role and activilies of the
Women's Film Tund, Members expressed a continuing interest in
the Fund and its metivities,

TTEM 12 = HOMEMAKERSE ALLOWANCE

It was pgreed that this item should be discussed in
detail at the Council's next mecting, and that a paper should be
prapared as a basis for discussion,

ITEM 13 — WOMEN'S IEFUGES

The Council discussed the funding needs of women's
refuges, whieh had been raised on a oumber of goccasions, particularly
during their current visit to FPerth.

It was agreed that the need for women's refuges was
Australia~wide, and the realily of Llhis need could not be ignered
any longer. It was suggested that government grants to refuges
could include accounting assistance to overcome the problems which
some refuges had in meeting financial requirements of their
perticular grant, Ibt.was agreed lthat the Council's concern should
be drawn o Lhe aftention of the relevuanl Minister's. —
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IT'EM 14 = Issues raised gt public meeling

It wes agrced that coplcs of the transceription of
Council's public mesting in Perth should be forwarded, when
available, to all Council membhers for further discussion at
its nextl meeting.

ITEM 15 = PRESE ACTIVITTES

A poper on the media reaclion to the Perth visit
prepared by Adrian Ayletti was disiribueled sand discussed by
members.

It was agreed Lhat a press conference or news release
at the econclusion of Council's meelbing was not necessary.

ITEM 16 - OTHER DRUSTNRES

Az a result of Council members' wvisil Lo Kalgoorlie,
il was suggested that a project fo support fostered Aboriginal
children could be Governmenlb-sponsored, The Secretariat was
wvas asked to determine the feasibility of such a project.
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REPORT ON ACTIVITIES MARCH - APRIT. 1979

Quentin Bryvece

13 appearances in 5 weelks, including Quota,
Union of Australian Women, Griffith University,
Women Lawyers Asscciation.

Sue Broad

Meetings included wisitzs Lo South Hedland in the
north-west, Trayning, and the formation of a
comiitlesr 4o organise Western Australia's
participation in mid-decade activities.

Judy Robarts

Interviews on all television channels in S.4.,
meetings to organise 5.A's conferences for mid—decade
acbivities, meelings with women's srganisalions and
Statec women's advisors, :

Connie Bush

Attended confeércnce for aboriginal women at Yirrkala,
was succoesslul in getbing 3 women nominated for
steering commities for migrants, attended ITC mecting
at Alyangula.

Dee Bozs-Walker

Mel with State Women's Advisers on Education to discuss
Decade, abltended film 'Wives' sponsored by Premier

on IWD, 1¥YC econfercnce, meeting of State women's
advisera, dinner lor overseas gucst speakers at IV(
conference, TUTA training scssion, and has spolken on
commercial and ABC T.V. channels,

Joyee MeConnell
Participated in Kalgoorlie trip, social security conference.

Yol Tisher

Haz visiled Goulburn Valley, Echuca, Swan mill,
OUrange, W.A.A. Nationul Confercnce, Has wrilben
articles for locul papers and spoken an the radio,

Jan Marsh

laz attended meetings of Inguiry into Technologicsl
Change, anti-discrimination conference sub-commities,
KCW Sub-committes on Employment, ACTU Vorking WVomen's
Charter Committec.

Wendy McCarthy
Atlended IWD luncheon, launching of film "Working
With Childeare', worked on educslion for ewployment paper,

Beryl Beaurcpaire
(As in written report,)
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