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FOR ALL
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On 14 July 1978 the Government announced
the appeintment of a twelve member National
Women's Advisory Council.

Creation of the Council was a posilive
respanse to the Report of the Women's
Advisery Body Working Party which was
presented to the Prime Minister in Sepiember
1977 .

The National Women's Advisory Cpuncil advises
the Govermment, through the Minister for

Home Affairs, on matters of concern Lo women
in all walks of life —= the home, the workforce
and the community.

Its funelbions are directed at responding to the
diverse views of women and presenting Lhese lo
Government and recommending action so Lhat
policies and legislation take due account of
women's needs and priorities,

Until women achieve egqual oppertunity in all
walks of publie 1ife, the National Women's
Advisory Council will econtinue its work.

Through the Council, Australian women for the
first time hawe a consultative voice at
Pederal Government lewvel.

This is a significant step in redressing Lhe low
level of participation by women in publie
decision-making —— a lewvel which no longer
reflects the range of occcupations, skills,
talenls, aspirations and experience demonstrated
by women in their various roles.

In its report to the Prime Minister, the Women's
Advisory Body Working Party noted:

'"The lack of represzentation of women
throughout all spheres of inTluence

in public life represenits a significant
loss of human resources to the nation.
As well, it raises serious questions
about the walidity and relevance of
decizions themselves.'

The National Women's Advisory Council now
provides a bridge for women to the publie arena,
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PARTHNERSHIF. .. The National Women's Adviscry Council looks
to women, government aznd non-government
organisations at all levels, together wizh the
media, as working parilners co-operating im
areas ol muitual concoern.

Council listens pdvises and rovides informotion
]
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Specifically, the Council's work program
includes:

. contact with women, women's organisalions
and other interested groups and individuals

raising awareness wilhin the community of
the zituation of women and of their varied
and changing roles and aspirations

. linizon with the media to ensure women's
individuality =znd achievemenis are given
due recognition

. promoting a policy of eguality of
oppertunity for all women

. convening forums, seminars and conferences
througheut Australis

. reporting annually through the Minister Lo
Parliament and, with the Minister's consent,
producing publications.

ARQUND The Couneil meets regularly, dividing its
AUSTRALIA.. . meetings between cily and country areas.

Council's Secretariat, within the Office of
Women's Affeirs, Canberra, provides office
support and central facilities for Council
members, who are from all Australian States
and Territories.




CONTACTING COUNCIL

Council is aceezsible to all wemen, women's organisations, the
media and interested individouals. Representations, views

and inguiries may be mailed or phoned to the Secrelariat or
members,

Sepretariat:

National Women's Advisory Lena Gustin,
Council Secretarist, 102 South Terrace Road,
P.0, Box 1252, Bankstown, N.5.W. 2200

Canberra City, A.C.T. 2601
Phone: 0b62-46T7211

Phone: O02=T092034

Jan Marsh,
Convenor: 63 Victorie Crescent,
Mont Albert, Vic. 32127
Beryl Beaurepaire, . 4 aneT140
124 Powleit Street, Fhone: 03-335199
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Phone: 03=419299& 12 Dueens Avenue,
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1 02-925333
Membors: FPhone 925

Joyece MeConnell,
Dlee Bopsz-Walker, 95 Stonehaven Creseent,
go Malvone Road, & - Deakin, 4.C.T. 2600
Lindisfarne, Tas. TOLS

FPhone: (62-812454

Fhone: O02=425952

: Maprgarei Resenthal,
g el s-bentiey Sireet
2 N1 ] i N.3.W, 208
B, Lneia, 01ds  408T Forestville, ! j T
Phonpe: 02-451441
Phone: 07-3712732 = LT

Judith Reberts,

Connic Bush, ¥ 10 Commerciel Road,

C/- Department o Hyde Park, S.A. 5061
Community Development,

Alyangula, Phone: O0B-T19939

Groote Eylandt, N.T.
Phone: Overland Postal Redio
Valerie Fisher,

"Avonlea',
Barnavwvartha, Vic. 3688

Phone: Barnawartha 56




