Maddalens, Morelli wis born in
1914 in Azzone, 4 smiall Daliss
village, just a fow hours drive
north-west of Venice. She can
gtill recall the loss of her father
wheo workead for the Jocal
electricity anthorily whea a Jdam
burit, when she was oaly saven
years old.

She grew up in the small villiges
ol & time of grest turmol in
Jialy. It was during the pericd
belwesn the bao prest workd
wirs, The abdicahion of the King
of [aly to make way for "Il
Duce”. And, his subsequent
invasinn into north Afrca.
Motwithstanding this, she hecame
a teacher in Milan und then
studicd at the University of Ca’
Foscan in Venice, Mo mean
feat for & woman 5t thal lime.

During her smodies she met Dino
Ciustin whom she grrmed in
1941, who had nlio studied the
finer art of joumalism, At the
time Dino was consenpled in the
ltalian army. Besides lin love
for Maddslens, yumour hay il
there was another rexion why he
married. He reslized hus
honcymomm leave would mean be
wintld mot have o sl with his
ship which was destined for the
wir in oonh Africa.

Having lost their first child
Alberio a5 an infant und the
chaos aller the second World
War, Maddslens, now Lena
Guatin and Dino sct sl for
Australia ammiving in 1956 with
their twi childeen Robert aml
Famalba,

Their studics nol helng
rocognized in Australin, Lena
warked full ime as a waiter,
while Dioo worked ia & fastory.
Journalists 2nd teachers being
what they are, they also worked
part time writing for the lalian
pewspuper "La Finmma®™ wmld
later for "Settogiomi” for which
Lenw was the Editar,  Their
literary skills being recognized,
H;Hl Lens suppaned by Dino
wene given time dots on Radio
25M, 2CH and 2KY. The

Lena Gustin - Mamma Lena

heginning of ethiie radio in
MNEW and perhaps Ausiralia.

For aboutl a quarier of a ceatury,
Lenms, by this time kpown
affectionately as “Mamma
Lema®™ wais haténed to by almost
all Tealo-Australians, And, as
for the Melbourne Cup, the
Linhian commumty would stop,
turm e the mudio just to lisl=n Lo
Mamma Leaa's program. 1
recall ax a child while culling
rebliits in outhack N5W having
to walk greal distances back o
the car with my father and the
other adult males, just to listzn
o Mamma Lena, then going all
the way hack. As achild [
thought it strunge for grown Wps
o hehave like this, When 1
think of it, | could spek
English, but for them Mamma
Lena was their oaly way of
p=lling information oo whot was
occurming argund them. She
explained what wies expected of
them and whit o expect in their
new world, Indesd she was and
glill i the meilier figure Tor 2l
I=la-Ausiruliane,

She wsed ber programme to
provide iaflormation oo
Covemaknt sevioes, job
opporianities aml keeping Italo-
Avsteulinng abeenst of news and
eventy in o langunge they could
understand, At the time there
were mi povernmenl depariments
of Eilnic Allsirs, or
Commisaons, (and I might add
no unemployment benefits)
migrunti were forced fo gain
inforniation st govemaent
servives, Auch ms kealth and
educntion by whichaver means
they eould,  Ehe would respond
ios Visteners lettere for help on air
s =k 10 Belp ollier lisieners with
similar problems. She readily
suppasted any itale-Awsdralizas
in their cafoet of SOMIMUILY
work. On a personal basis |
would like to take this
epportunity to thunk her for her
support in the 1991 state
electiong, and with her
conEruclive Essistance in many
instences with my CoOmmmily

wiork ## i Councillor snd
Coanindssioner of Ethmie Affuim,

In ihe Nalizn communiny she las
hoon monumentsl, with fow if
aay picrs in providing suppont
for talian migrmts and indoad
all migrants. All af a time when
the word "multiculouralisen” as
wi know it kad not yet been
invented, To the Taliin
community in N5W and indeed
Augtralia, she is = living legend.
$ho has inspired films, books
and songe. In recozmition of ker
work [or others she has boca
knightcd by tha lialian
Covernment amd has been
wwirded an MEBE by the Queen,

Mamma Lena’s dream of
budlding a Chald Care Centre has
beeome reality with the " Mamma
Léna Child Czre Centre® for 60
children being built in Fairficld.
In 1965 followang the disatnous
canhyuake in Poggioreale,
Sicily, Mamma Lena with
contributions from e Ilun
Community huilt another Child
Care c=nlre in that Ttalian city.

There is oo doubt that Mamma
Lena bax inspired many italisns
i spocess 1o thair now home.
pany of whom have contnibuted
greutly to the development of
Australic. | hops ut g time of
great anxiety and dobate about
multiculiuralizm we have more
people with the vision and
dadicalion 1o make thit gresi
couniry = Avsdraliz - & beller
place for Australisns, Thank
you Mamma Lena,

Ausiralia Dy 25 January T997
Speech given by Michae! Cantuli
at Parlipmens House of NSW
during a receptios for leaders of
all Ertknic Groups ard in the
presence of Mr. Philip Raddock,
Minister for Ioonigration and
Mr. Peter Colling, Leader of the
Cpposition, NSW Government



