Lena’s

ena Crustin came to Ausirakia
fromm Maly in 1556 with her
huszhand and two small
children. She felt very lonely

| inaztrange land, In the shops she

could not understand what people
said to her, Australian food was
different and foreign to her faste.
Even the Catholicism she found

here was strange. It was quite inlike

the: commmunal and festive religion
she had knowsn at iome,

Then one day she came acripss a
suburban coffee shop that had just
invested inoan espresso coffies ma-
chine, then a novelly in Ausiralia.
The owner didn't know how to
work hits new machine, and when
Mrs Gustin showed i how to do
it, he offored hee ajob. In her new
joh, she began o fee] ot home in
Anstralia.

But she: knew tiere were thot-
sands of llahan women wiio were

people

like hier. They were part of the paost-
war migration hoom that brought
shiploads of non-English speaking
people here. Workplace coperence
allowed the men to gel some grip on
this new society, hut their wives
often found Australian life imendless
and threatening.

S0 when the editor of the lalian-
lanpiagre weekly La Figmma ashked
her Lo write an advice column, she
said yes. For seven years zhe
answereld readers’ gueries about
family problems and alxout the diffi-
culbies of setiling g new country.,
Faeniually she waz handling three
papes ol Lo Figpma each weel, and
her wrilings became a chain linking
together many who shared their ex-
perienc ol this new Land,

Lena Gustin kepl worrving about
Anstralian anonyoity and isolation
there had to be other ways (o beal it
She hit on the 'IlL a ol an Tlalianlan
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guapre radio =how mixing news from
hoemee, Tialian msic and her own
corrnents on isteners’ problems, 1t
was o lupe success, By the end of
the 1060s she was reaching an audi-
enee of J00,000 and sacks of mail
came for her each weel

By that tiine, she universally
knowm as Mama Lena’. New setilers
found her b be an understanding
radio mother who spoke, as Halians
say, from the hearl and (o the heart.
She could touch her sleners’ pock-
g3, oo, whether iLwas lor Qood or
earthguake victims back in Taly or
for a personsl need here in Auslralia.

ioth Avstralizn and [alizn govern-
ments homoured her for her wellare
WOrK.

Mow she is o be honoored by the
general public. In March, the Slale
Library of KSW opens an exhibition
in which Lena Gustin has a central
place, Called La Iolee Vita?, the ox-
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Mama's mail: through her radio show, Lena Gustin became known fo
thousands &s ‘Mama Lena".

hibition tells the story of 20th cen
iy [ralian Avstralianz. They range
from the painter Antooo Dattilo
Bublo 1o fazhion mode] Termy
Paliziei, whoocame here m 1955 al
theage of 12, for tie Haliam behion
parades mitiated by the Avsfralioen
Wertern's Weekly and David Tones
ziores, A Mizz [aly, she marmed a

sydney busines=man and iz =il
here,

Less happy stomes i the exhibn-
lon are of those Talians who wore
prisuners here dunng World War 11
There were 18000 POWs, as well as
pearky. 5000 [ahan Ausiralians whio
were inlermed (many of them un-
justly) az securily risks inowarlimee.

Fornething of therr experienee 15
caughl n the camp dianes: of an n-
terned pouliny farmer, twrether with
the letters zent to him by his niece.
Thire is also zn interdew with a leg-
endary POW escapee, an afficer
known as La Falpe (*lhe Fox'). [

Inewitable, the Catholic Church '
has a part in the story, Like Lena
Crusting falians who came to Aus-
tralia found that the church here was
unlike what they had knoemn st
hiome, Desmond (' Grady, one of the
first Irish-Australian Catholics to
write sensitively about these new ar-
rivalz, zaid that they found Austral
ian Catholicizm ‘alnost Protestant in
its austerity’. Wherens Australian
Catholics tended to malke Mass
attendance the sole measure of
Catholicity, Halians made their fath
art- intirmate part of their lives, Their
relipion was close o palrdn sunts
and the oly Faroly, and they fell
redased (nel ‘oo doly') in church,

Il Tialian Australions fefl loslin
suburban parishes, there were
usually prests rom [aly b minister
informally o them. One of these was
Giuseppe La Bosa, Working sl Lhe
Apostolic Delemation, be developed
# strong wellzre nebwork among
MaW lalians during the war
years and then inibzicd an idea
[or a weekly newspaper, which
became Li Frammns The Flame').
Then he weent back to Tl and was
forgotten. The exhibition restores him
hy hissnry,

The librarian who put La fafee
Vifa? tepether is him=zealf parm of the
atory, Jlim Andrighett is the son of
postwar migrants from Bellume, nesr
Venice, His father came from thers
is 1951, to he joined toro years later
b hiz wife and danghier, During his
earty davs here, Andrighet de-
pended on a support network hased
on the East Sydney restaurant, |2
Veneziana.

The restaurant’s owners, Carlo
and Angicling Lorenzi, made their
pasta house a nreeting place far
voung [talians, Rightly, they oo fes-
ture in this exhibition; but their pres-
ence ¢ alzo be seen as a gesture of
gratitude from the zon of one whom
they made welcome, Fy
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