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n 11 June 1940 the bucolic litesovle or
Federico Bonisoli, a 38-year-old lealian poul-
coy farmer from Sydney, was shattersd. [ealy's
entry into the war the previous Jay snsured
that. Bunisoli was seized By rwo policemen
and wicthin weeks jmned his three younger
brochers and hundreds of fellow migrancs in
incernmene camps around Australia, Two
vears later the numbers reachaed the tho-
sands. lralophobi was oo che rise even
though the much vauneed ficch column, the
rationale for the mass confinements, never
miateriulised

lew 1922, in biis mative Lombacdy, Bonisali
had celebrared Mussolin's March on BEome.
Dnoics first anniversary he migraced o
Australiz, A wicness oo the momenoows polit-
1l "'I""‘_'E-:'T in his homeland, he went on o
chranicle the TR :.||1||11:1'.':L| which Blizlred
the lives of his compacrions in dheir adopoed
COUTITY.

Bordsali™s seartime EXPEFIETICES Beband
barbed wire are vivully caprured in his three
diarics, now held in the Mitchell Library,
State Library of HEW, The diaries, in army-
e exercise books, are wotten ina crampel
Iralian marearive = his economical we of line
and page is probably due oo che soricruees of
wirtime paper rmionng. 1hey evocatively
chronicle the brocding and violent coexis-
tence of Fascist and anci-Fascist incemmees
anl juxtapose this wich the daily banalivies of
carnpr life.

Afrer Bonisoli’s death in 1934, the dizrics
passed into the cuscody of his nicce, who as a
seholgitl hod written ro bim in Hay Camp,
NS [ 1992 she presented the libeary with

boch her uncle's diaries and her leccers o
him. The library's helding: of unpublished
aceounts by [calian incemmess had previously
been neplipthle.

For meny vears rhe colleccions of
Australisn libraries, archives and museums
lave |||:|||-re|||:|i||:|_-|_',' represented the contribu-
tion of ethnic communities to our socieov.
The ‘Towards Federation 2001" conference
in 1992 addresed the collactive re'.:i|'|:-|1h:|::z-
itics of these instirurions and set down an
gction plan in relacion oo dhe documentation
o Avetralion cultural diversicy. On the eve
of the federal government™s lunching of the
Marionzl Agenda for a Mulciculours]
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Australia in 1939, the State Libracy of NESW
accepred an invitarion fram the [talian Histoncal
Socieoy of M3W o preserve povnely che srare’s
[caliam Jorumentary henmge. The project simes
rov eollecr, presesve and make available loc
research in the librare che documentary record of
the Jralian presence in HSW.

The State Library of NEW has always collect
ed arrginal marerial such as correspondence,
diames, photogeaphs and paintings recording the
parriciparion of peaple from non-English-speak-
ine backerounds in the bistury of RS, The has-
pancal recaond of the Angle-Celric majoricy of the
pepulation has, however, avershadowed that of
the ethnic minorities. A consequence of such
exiguous sources has been the manginalisarion of
various groups in the recounnng of Auscralian
hisgary.

During the 1980 the library made o concerred
effoire 1o redress chis imbalance in (s collecrions
and to neflect the stare's rich culcueal diversity. In
1983 ir ook custody of che first consignment of
tecords from the Echnic Affaics Commission of
NSW Oral Histories Project, featuring raped
interviews with postwar European migrants. Two
vears later, the libearv's “Echnic Hiscory — Why
Care!” project, aimed ac raising commeniry
awareness of the importance of mulriculoural
records ol enconcapging cheir deposic in the
library, met with mixed success. Some records
wiere ceceived, but the disdvanage of nor having
stafl with relevant cross-culural skills who wers
capable of nurturing an ongoing liaison wirh
erhnic communities became evident. The salu-
tary lessons learned from this exercise proved
invaluable in copsolidaving thie Seare Library of
MW relanonship with the lralian Historical
Snciery of NIW.

As the library's contaet officer fne the project.
working from the Mirchell Library manuscripts
section, [ am responsible for laising with :hr:
[calian Historical Soctety and other communiry
aroups. A5 3 secont-penernrion [ralo- Auseralian,
| bring 1o the project a working knowledge of oy
parent's Veneto dialect and a background in
research and archivel work. My durtics include
artending the sociery's committee meecings; con
ducring feld crips; organizing talks and publicuy;
and arranping and describing matenals, pascicu-
larly those with a significant [talian language
comnponent. An unexpecred ducy was organising
the =socicry’s inzugural ball in 1990, The Lihrary
came to the party, so o -;r-r-.Lk nor anly in saff
attendance, but also in the d desipn and prosduction
of the evening's program!

To date, the State Library of NSW has
peepuired ]1|-.'r:1|'-r:|:-|| papees and orpanisational
recards by making direce conzact with individuals
and groups. This approach is preferred, as ir pre-
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clinles the acquisicion of inappropriace
marerizls, Bilingual gift and losn
forms setting out acees and eopying
conditions have been produced, bur
these are rarely used beczuse mose
donors are proficient in English. i
The library's holdings of printed [
maceri u,] e :|||1||:|I|‘:i'||; rhe::e
include periodicals and ephemer-
al items such as leaflets and
posters produced by the plethara of —_ i

; g ———
altam cluhs ; ARECC 15, & sult, the
[tal lubs and associations. As a resuln che
project strives o raise awareness among publish-
Above: A pege from

erz af cheir ohligation to forward 1o the library for

r o, I radaricd isnli's
permanent record ane capy of each of their pub- | Fedancs Bonis

third internment
diary recarding
eyenis of 7-8 April,
1543 al Loveday
Lamp, South
Sustrala,

licsaticns.

Mhe seady secces: of the libeary's partmership
with che ltalisn Historical Sociery has been
mutuaily beneficial. For rhe library, the project
has meant increased contact with che [walien
community and the scquisition of significane
materials long held in privare hands and hidden
from rthe purview of Avstralian hiscory, For the
communicy it has provided the epportunity fo
prominent @i well as lesser known [ralo-
Australizns from zll walks of life to coneribuce o
rhe hisrorical record. Fifty collections have been
received, owo through the Taxarion |ncencives
for the Arts Scheme. [n some cases original
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records have been lent to the library for copying,
usually o be microfilmed vr pharographed.

The papers of legendary radio broadcaster,
journalise and welfare worker, Mamma Lena
Giusrin, afford a rich record of o very public life.
Giuscin was the voice of Sydeey's Iaalian commu-
nity through ber popular radio programs which
spanned four decades from the 1950 to the
[980:. A columnist for the lalian language
newspaper e Figmma, she secved as the first
wornan cdinor of che weekly Setesgimd in the ke
&0s, Custin is wn infleential fend-raiser and has
bielped galvinise thie lralian and wider commumi-
Iy response o serics of neoural disssters in Iy,

TR

s

incleding the carthquakes i Sicily in 1968 and
Friuli in 1976, Mamma Lena’s expensive corme-
sparidence with her listenss and readers gives 3
(LTI |||.~\.:|_-'|||I e the DIEGENT eXPerienoe,

Some other notable collecrions of persumnal
papers received by the project inchale those of
Fracca Battistessa, the doven ol lhan journal-
ists amn Aesteaba ol bes deark in 1978 Tam
Marinare, an carly Svdney filmmaker; Angaolin
Lorenzi, the well-loved owner of La Venezuna
Restauranc in East Svdney durng the 1930s and
1960s; the poormalist and breadesseer, Dino Bosi;
andd the poer, Luigi Sreane. Also included sre the
papers of the infleential porerit painters, Ciulio
Anivicri and Antonio Dattilo Rubbo; he former
scate parlismentarian, Georee Paciollo: and the
papers of a parishwmner relacing o the
Scalabrinian Order's pastoral accivities in
Unanderra,

The project’s meast sensal il acquisition has
been rhe wartlme recosds of [calia Libera (Free
Itzly): Avsrrzlian-lielian And-Fascist Movemen
(MEW Commitees ), Discoversd bebund a chim-
ney during the refurhishmmene of o howse in inner-
ciry  Sydney, the documencs rcemained
undisoerbed in 2 sealed wooden box for aver 449
years, They comprise cormespondence files enet -
ated by the founding secrertary, Tom Saviane, A
vicrim of Mussalini's pelincsz]l persecution,
Saviane fled for the freedom of Australia 1 1927,
Uncler bis directiion, lalam Libera lobhied the fed-
eral povernment o release [alizn anci-Fascist
incernees, especially afrer the killing of e ann-
Fascist at the hands of @ Fascist counterpan in
Liveday Lo, Sovnrh Asstralia, in 1942, The
MEW kranch also soushe government interven-
tion agzinst the cconomic discrimination
encountersd by anti-Fascists wha were conscripz-
add By othe Allied Work Counctl followine their
release from incernment camps. Despite many of
these [ralizns being prewar uniomists, they were
subjected to lower mres of pay and wosse condi-
riens than Awstralian labowrers emploved in sim-
ilar work:,

Thiese Phuenix-like records amplity previowsly
ks sources an the lralo-Auscralian anci-
Fascist movement. Historian Gianfrance
Cresciani has drawn actencion o their signili-
CATICE 9% d COrrechiye o ‘II‘." l.'l:-'l'lf‘l.l:".l.".] |.‘:'|i".| [Z&T0-
manls of lealia Libera officials whom he
intervicwed for his seminal boaole, Fascism, Anp-
fascism amd Dtolions i Asestralia [923-19245 ) pub-
lished tes 1980, The eecords alsa elucidaze che
formative influence of Italian Jews in the move-
ment, something long eclipsad by Carholics in
the Bistory of Imlian migmoon w Ausealiz,

The library bes also acquired che organisation-
al records of the [tlo- Australian Welfire Cenrre
in the 505 rhe Marional Dalisn-Avscealian
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The buroeoning field of ol Tustory has pro-

vided the project with ocher valuable conteibu-

troms T the basteneal recond. The proect has

citlisred che experrise ol the hbeey's comiur of

aral hisoore, Rosemaey Block, o bend advice and

cueanplered mrervieas e owdoed wich the fibrary.
Mhe work of Lesler Jenkins wath Tialmos o
Lismore is such an cxample, Jenking has Jdocu-
mentied the cultursl pracoces of an cchnic com-
nunuty, amd ol hestories wich Iralion mizrants
formed the basis of her bilineual .'||-:|1'|-:1u':'.['||.
Power of the Land: A Seciel History of {Lalizn
mertdemene m Lismore (19931, A ser of the casserre
mterviews 5 held im the [ibracy for refercnoe use.

Th L":‘\CI."‘L'I:I‘_'III.:I.‘.'|-I\.I|.|'I.-F:".iI|'|'\- thus miost TiotoTious
Italian prizoner of war in Avstralio, berrer known
in some circles by his nom de guerre, ‘The Fox!',
HENS LA..'II'-'E".'L‘:J 111 =151 '.IIII:'IIiE .'\.‘II |'|'|'[|'_"r|.'|{“|'|. oVer :h_l'l;'l"'
hours which was conductad |"_.' the ABC Hadus
Social History Unir in 1986, Lieurenans Edgarde
Simeni attuined the grudaing respece of his cap-
rors whale an escapes from the Myreleford and
Murchison PONY chomps i Victoria. Ssisted by
Italian civzens in che Yicrorian counrryaide, he
evinimd the suthorities and fustraced che auchor-
irics for periods of up o 10 monthe. Ramsed ina
Cacholic middle-class tamily, Simeni had been
lewyal ror the King of [taly and disavowed fascism
antil kis derennion and r"tr:ll:ll:'k. as a fuEitive
caustd him o ceappraise his polineal values,
Towanls the end of che war. Simoni embraced
Clommumism and. despite being under increased
surveillance ar Myrtlefond, he rewularly abscomd-
ed at niche to arpanice nearhy robacen sharefarm-
#r= in their bactle for berzer condirions. Simoni
wats repmitraaten] in |946

The Sraee Library’s comminment o anmproving
wroess ta the [calo- Avsrrzlian documentary her-
irage af WNEW has been asssted by generous fundl:
ing from the Bicenrennial
Multicultural Foundzrion. This funding has
enahled the library to employ scaff for shorz peri-
ode o approach the Iealion as well as the Greek
and Chinese communities, and s list inceming
cillections, predominancly in che Enplish lan-
gunge. Largely as a cesule of chis work, several
barches of enrries have besn compiled for the
Mationmal Library of Ausctealin’s Guide
Clnlleceums of Meamuserifies Relading ta Australiz,

As pare of the libeary™s outrench PrEsuTin, ‘Mal
Moo Faese' [This Mew Land], an exhibicion of
materials aequired by the project, wravelled o the
Club Marcons in Sydney's oucer-west on the
second anniversary of the project in 1991,
Struated in the municipalicy of Fairfield, the mast

Avustsaliam

sthmically diverse local government area in
Australia, the club provided an ideal venue
promote the project. & major exhibition based
on the documentary collecrions of rhe peajesr 1
scheduled v open ac che Stare Library of NS0
Mirchell Galleres in March 1995,

Erujutries abour, and offers of macerial to. the
Dralians in Mew Seaech Wales Project, showid &e
irected o im Andrighed o tie Stoe Lidrary of
MEV, Mocguane Stroer, Syaney J000, Telephone
(02) 230-1306, fux (02) 223-4086,

Jim Andrigherd works i dhe Michell Library
Manusoripes Jecrion, Seare Libvary of WEW
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Fadarico Homniz=ali
on the farm,
Sydnay 15349,




