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Lena — moﬁhé? to
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the Italian counlty

‘member of the Hatmml_

“Women's Advisory
+ Council, the State Ethnic
Bmadf-aatmg Council

“and Italian broadcaster,

“can be forgiven if she
-looks a Hittle tired.

™ Her 20-hour day beping at

7 L30am- when she gets up o
ok g Juech of soup, meal
“and vegalailes for ber husg-
* band, Dino. Tt daes pot end
u.l;'.‘l‘.ll al:-.-m: Jam,

*There is no weekend for

mn"' gnd there has been no .
ImEI-;I.a} For 12 years, "Tonly o -

bome and wark,” she said.

beiter known. a3 Mamma
Lena, one of the old schaal of
radio persanalities who broad-
Caz15"a mixturs of music, news
‘and goad wishes, amid lrantic
“-of . trolting  and
am'hﬂund racsy for twao-and-

- a:hall hours four days & week

on 2KY,.

The musiz is from her own
~oplection of close Lo 6,000

records, and the program is

Cproduced “by - her  Fournalist

. Tuesday,

- hpsband,
-~ Heis up &t 330 am recard. -
ing and preparing a version of

- dhe Italinn news for a quarter-
- hour bulletin befare his wife's

- show'and alo looks after the

“program's sponsors.
<~ The commizsfon from this iy

theirlivelibood,

“An averags 27,000 lsieners
tune b IKY each Monday,
Wednesday  and
Thorsday .that Mamma Lesa

«broadeasts, but who Is listen-

‘ing for the races and who is a

Mamma Lena fan §s dilficult

" Lo asiese,

“Mamma Lens enn only
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Lena -Clustin i3 - perhaps -

(R

. Bustin

ﬂn Gl

. puesa. I::r pu-pul.ml:_-.r by her
. mallbag, “the 'Invitions  and
the phons calls wﬁh;h miks

hcrdaym!ung..

Her life is her '.!u'l.‘-'rl.'- “T don't
care about “warking wvery
Bard,™ ghe suid- Ig  Dizlian
ament still  Eromg alfter 23
years here. *People must hava
something to relax with.” -

*I hear you'=od T stert 1o

ory,” tha same pecple w
“It' like going back to Traly.
One night there I§ & mecting,
the next o fusction: Mamma
Lena and Ding rdrely have a
chence (o cat their: fuvoazion
Tish undd chips with frienda.
Her lansg are not limibed Lo
the Naljan l.‘um'rmnft'_'.r. ’
Owver the years, her efforts to
ralse lurge sums for Itoliag

By AOSANNE
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dizasters such as the Florenca -

fleods and the Friuli earih-
quake, for a kindergarten in
Sicily and a child-care cenira
it Fairficld have been recogni-

ded by the lwlian Government:
~ With

the couniry's pecond
bighest honour, the Crocs di
Cavaliere and by the Queen
withan MBE, .

Tha coupla and lh;‘.': [wo

amall children came to Austrs

lig in May, 1954, ameng
28,000 Italian ml,granll look-
Ing lor & new life, -

They settled [n Bankstown
whirs lhr.:.l #Hill live and, fop
the first six manths, Lzna, a

Jformee  tzacher  fluent in

French, Spanich and [talian,
Touwnd I|F: eatremely hard,
The facilities for new mls

Do bl e U oomamr rlareg ¢

gmnr.-t did not exfs amt pmpru
laughed in the supermnorket
when she could not pronounce

the names of goods. *1 :n-:-:l B

many times,” she said,
Things -u:h:mg:d whien' she

't00k en a par-time job in g
coffee bar, and became g

calumnist t'nr the falian B

Paper La Fiamma.
Thia fed o broadeasting

| EOMMULILY Announcements on

25M, In Movember, 1956, and

5000 extended (0 g-one-gndeas -

half hours weekly program in

1 cwhich Lema’ Gustin did- her

best 1o encourage hir Fome-

sick and confused compatriots

She lelt for 2CH after 18 °

months, disatisiied thag {ha
program  had to be pre-
recorded, bt pot before she

bad trained a young woman
ccalled Franca ‘Arena to suc. -

ceed her,

It wag on ECE[ that e

half-hour week-night program
brondecast- for 14 years COn-

solidited her popilarity, ead °

earned her the title ul.’ MMamma
Lena, e

She maoved to 2KY wheg o

2CH became a Good Music
station in 1971 any J,h; lwk
goes on.

On December 12 EIR} Tt=s

aliam,  Gresk, I‘mm,gu:s:r,
Spanish, Turkish, Hungarizd

and ‘Apstralion clildren will -

perlorm In 3 mici-festival for
tha Year of the Child. The

event has been organised by

Lena with her w:ll"a.n: l'uqd
Sarella Radio.

The money ralsed will'go 1o
the child-caze cenire for 4=

alinn children at Falefield,

“ the  [ndefatigable  Mamma--

“Untll 1 can't do jt, I'm

happy 10 do it she said,
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