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Talking te “Mamma Lena™ in her BB
South Terrace home is ke renewing an
wld and dear friendship that has lapsed
some 20 ar 30 years,

This I8 the impression even if you bappen to be
mestlng her for the first tme, as she exudes an un-
vommoq warimth and friendiiness.

‘Mammn Lena' (pictunsl ab mghtl, :isdperna.ps hpaTel 5]
slrctly called Mres Lenn Gustin,

But bo & rodio sediemes of hundreds of thousands
cRell duy of the wesk she 45 thelr own “Mimrms

. Bhe s [viend, counsellor, confidunt and bearer of
news from thelr mative Tialy,

Ard she |5 nlsg g disc jockey of sorts—huk m s
mestoningd and cestfol wny, playing the soff wirs of
Itely fmam placos like Venjee, Flosence and Manies.

fadio programme

Bhe began s mudic programme in Sydney about
nine venrs ago. A year previgusly ahe had perived
feom 1ialy wilh her husbond Mir. Dins Gusiin,

Ehe oodd’ not spoak & word of EngHsh, elthough
during & universily course in jourmsliven of Florence
she had  learmb fueolly the Prench and  Spondsh
AT T

Hoon after arcving she began working for “La
Fommn," the newspaper of Sydney= Tralin com.
rnumity,

IL wmsn't long Defore sle wis conducting three |
Wunlen's pagee—wrillig storlés of her own, wswering 14 HANKSTOWHN QBSERVER, Wed , Mov 9 1986
render's problems ond organising & oooking ared disl S
Fendurs, =

Sl was approeacied by e head of the Copochin
Order i Australia, Fathor Ancednsia, to go on 25M

For more than a year she was on air onennd-
=hall buurs per week, |

Switching to 2CH she slowly buill up a lHstening
andiznes to the stape where nove she corunands nin |
houra of the stebtian's woekly air time

Her midl avemzes more than 400 lellers per week,
Some she answers on the air, others naquire personsl
Initers in reply and stUl ollbers eoll for a wisih Lo the
Wik

Thes creates o bremendous demand on hep time
and energy—it i5 soldom she pebs to Bod bafore 230
LLITa,

Yol promptly &b § s each doy either she or }-.erl
hustand zifs by Lhe overseas mwylla widch 20H inetalled
In thefr home Lo listen to the Toalisn news hroadepsts

Dversedas news

This bx supplemented by another sossion at ihe
vvierssas Falle al 1% pom.

She then psses ob e letest from Booe or Trsste
or any other pnce |n [faly In lep daily Ttailan mews |
senclon between: £.30 und .45 poan.

Mumma Lens” and her husband select the recopds |
to L played und areanpge the schodules for ench aof |
her shows, |

Tids production work is done from theic home n
Donkstown.  Almost 20 records are conmbaised i.-.i
specal files In the home. |

Inciuded in this number 1= one specisl record
whith n publishing compuny compossd and kad record.
rd Tor 'Wamma Lo

Itg tiele s, neturnliy, Mamma Lens.

Por ker interest in Sydney's Italinn sport she wis
bonoured by the Sporls Associstine of B,

she s wellknown oot only among  Italians L)

Sydney and Austmlla but amooyg [tallans in Ikaly, |
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